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Descendants Visit Taille de Noyer 
by Christine Kiel 

On May 29, 2017, thirty-five descendants of John Mullanphy had an opportunity to visit Taille de Noyer. For 
one of those individuals, Alicia Cooke Salter, it was a homecoming. Alicia, who is British by birth, lived off 
and on at Taille during the summer months between 1940 and 1943 when she was aged five through eight.  
Alicia is a great-great-great granddaughter of John Mullanphy. 
 
In 1905 Alicia Chambers, daughter of Mary Delphine and Joseph L. Chambers, married a British Army 
Capitan named Claude Chichester and they settled in England. Alicia and Claude had two daughters, 
Delphine and Joan. Both women married.  Delphine became Delphine Petre and Joan married Ronald Cooke, 
who was a Colonel in the British Army.  
 
On September 3, 1939, France, the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Canada 
declared war on Germany and Ronald Cooke was sent to war. Fearing for the safety of their children, the two 
Chichester daughters decided their children should leave the country. Three children, an English nanny and 
their grandmother, Alicia Chambers Chichester, traveled to the United States and to St. Louis. At the time 
Alicia Chambers Chichester was both an American and a British citizen (unfortunately upon arrival in the 
US, she was forced to give up her British citizenship). Interestingly, Alicia Chambers Chichester had made a 
previous similar journey in 1914 with her two daughters during World War I. 
 
The five of them moved to the home of Alicia’s mother, Mary Delphine Chambers, at 4969 Pershing Avenue 
near Forest Park. The Petre children (Charles, 4, and Robert, 2) were originally too little to attend school, but 
Alicia Cooke went to the City House School run by Sisters of the Sacred Heart. The school was originally 
founded by St. Rose Philippine Duchesne.                                                      (continued on page 7) 
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Office hours – Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
Open for Tours six days a week from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 

 
The Book Store is open Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. to 12 noon, on the second floor of the schoolhouse.   

   
Director: Carol Campbell,  President: Doug Riser, 

Vice President: Father Thomas Keller, Secretary-Treasurer: Geri Debo 
  

 St. Ferdinand Shrine 
by Geri Debo 

 
The area we know today as Florissant, although controlled by the Spanish, was   settled by French farmers and 
fur trappers. Historians believe it might have been settled shortly after the settlement  of  St. Louis  in 1764.   
 
The first government was established in 1786 under the Spanish Commandant  Francois  Dunegant.  As more 
French settlers came to the area they established the Parish of St. Ferdinand and a log church was constructed 
in what is now Spanish Land Grant Park.   The log church, St. Ferdinand, stayed there until 1821 when the 
present Church was constructed.    
 
The new Church was  constructed  mainly  due to the arrival  in 1819 of  the Religious Order of the Sacred 
Heart from France.   They arrived with Mother Philippine Duchesne and immediately set about  establishing  a  
school for girls.  A convent was built for them and in 1821 the present brick church was constructed.  In the 
1880’s a new addition was made to the church to handle the increase in attendance.  
 
St. Ferdinand became a very active parish.  By 1958 the parishioners outgrew the historic church and they 
moved to a new location and a much larger building. With their departure, a group called the Friends of Old St. 
Ferdinand was organized and became caretakers of the now vacated St. Ferdinand complex. The complex 
consisted of a schoolhouse, a rectory and convent, and the historic church building.  Today these buildings still 
remain and are in much of their original condition.  The Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., now owns and 
operates this historic complex.  



Shrine Calendar of Events for 2017 
 
July 26, 2017:  Wednesday Night Out 
September 1:  First Friday Masses begin, 11:00 a.m.  
October 6:  First Friday Mass, 11:00 a.m. 
October 8: Fall Festival 
November 3:  First Friday Mass, 11:00 a.m. 
November 18:  Feast Day Mass 
December 1:  First Friday Mass, 11:00 a.m. 
December 9:  Christmas Celebration 
December 10:  Christmas Concert 

 
•  First Friday Masses run September through May, always at 11:00 a.m.  
•  Each week is filled with people taking tours and renting the schoolhouse for events.   
•  Call the Shrine 314-837-2110 for more information. 

 
A  View of the Shrine 

Nobody has what we have! 
  

St. Ferdinand Shrine has places where St. Philippine 
Duchesne walked, windows she gazed out of, places 
where she slept, places where she prayed.   Here at 
the Shrine we strive to keep her spirit alive.   The 
Shrine will give you a look at the life of St. 
Philippine in the United States. 
 
The Convent  is  where St. Philippine lived and 
conducted school, where she ate, it shows her her 
superior’s office, a dormitory for the schoolgirls 
chapel where she prayed.  St. Philippine also had a 
special prayer room under the stairs.  This room is 
still there in its original condition.  
 
Our museum also shows the Cope St. Philippine 
made for Father DeSmet.  In addition to this our 
museum houses many artifacts from the beginning 
of St. Ferdinand Parish.   The  church  is  where    
St. Philippine walked and prayed. 
 
In addition to the connection to St. Philippine, we 
also  have  other  amenities  –  a Book  Store that  is 
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open on Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, a Gift Shop that is open Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, a museum, and the original schoolhouse with a hall can be rented for individual 
parties and other events.  Come and visit us soon! 
 



Area Photos by Henry Bregstone, 1911-1916 
continued from the last issue of the Quarterly 
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Clockwise from left—Union Church, 
Ferguson Post Office, Narrow Gauge RR 
Station 



Bits and Pieces  
  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - We will be celebrating the 
Society's 59th birthday on Saturday, July 22 at Taille de Noyer with a typical picnic lunch (hot dogs, etc.). 
The festivities begin at 12 noon with lunch and will be followed by a visit from Betsy Ross in celebration of 
our country's birthday. Tickets are $10.00 per person and reservations are necessary.  Call Mary Kay: 
314-409-9478, Pat:  314-440-2344, or Vicky:  314-496-2319 for reservations or more information. 
  
Welcome to our two new FVHS Advisory Board Members -  June Shurtz and Danyela Harting. June has 
been a Life Member of the Society since 1981 and her friend,  Danyela is a new member.  We are delighted 
to have them as members of the Advisory Board.  The Advisory Board meets 4 times a year and helps with 
the planning of events and the care of Taille. If you are interested in joining the Advisory Board please call 
Mary Kay Gladbach:  314-409-9478 or Joe McDavid:  314-307-7222.  
  
Dr. Andrew Theising has graciously agreed to edit the Quarterly.  Andrew is a former caretaker at Taille and 
Old St. Ferdinand‘s, and currently serves as the Chair of the Political Science Department at SIUE. 
  
The Historical Society is developing a web site and will be on-line in the near future. 
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Clockwise from left— 
St. Ferdinand, Loretto 
Academy, Grounds of Loretto 
Academy (now the Knights of 
Columbus grounds) 
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An Update from Historic Florissant, Inc. 
by Nelson Crank 

 
I am now working at the Gittimeier House on Tuesdays from noon until 4 pm.  Over the last few weeks I 
have had several visitors.  Terry Turner, the new owner of the Myers House, has been going through the 
files on the house.  I have been making copies of photos and documents for him and he has been taking 
many notes.  Joyce Chancey from Old Town Partners came by for a copy of Sixty–on-the-Grid and the 
Green Line tour map.  A young lady from New York, Reme,  came by to get some information about 
Florissant.  Her ancestors include the Deshetres’ and the Reebs.  She is a musician and will be returning in 
August for a longer visit and to do some research in the files.  I have also had a couple of others just drop 
by. 
 
I recently completed a project for Huber Décor in Louisville, Ky.  They are doing the décor for the new 
restaurant that is going in to the old Bob Evans.  I provided about 20 photographs to them and all will be 
attributed to Historic Florissant, Inc.  They sent a very nice donation of $300 for our help.  I also provided a 
copy of a photo of Charles Craft in front of his blacksmith shop on St. Francois to a descendant in Iowa.  
She promised to send a donation as well.  In catching up on old email I found a request by a young lady 
who was recently married in the Old Town Chapel.  She was hoping we might have an old photo of the 
Union Church.  I emailed her a copy of a photo from about 1905.  She was thrilled to add it to her wedding 
memories. 
 
We have 1,480 followers on our Facebook page.  I have set up an account with Patreon where anyone can 
make a small monthly pledge to support the upkeep and operation of HFI.  If only a portion of our followers 
would donate $1 per month we could be in a secure financial position.  Please consider doing this to help us.  
The link to the Patreon HFI account is:  https://www.patreon.com/user?u=3900218  
 
We are planning on hosting our house tour on the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  If you would like to 
open your home to some appreciative guests, Terri O’Neill will again graciously organize the effort.   Please 
send an email to historicflo@aol.com or call 314-921-7055 to volunteer. 
 
Thank you to all who have expressed your sympathies on our losses of the last year.  I hope to be able to 
open the house more often in the coming months. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Right:  William Skinner, of Alexandria 
VA, posed by the portraits of his 
ancestors, Charles and Jane 
Chambers, at Taille de Noyer in May. 



By this time, Taille de Noyer was owned by Sarah, sister of Alicia Chambers Chichester, and Julius Polk.  
Alicia Chamber Chichester had earlier sold the home to her sister. The children along with their 
grandmother would visit Taille on summer holiday and weekends. Alicia Cooke remembers a wonderful 
welcome by her American family. She was given all sorts of treats and ice cream, items that were not 
available at home at the time and she remembers the house.  
 
She, Charles and Robert would sleep outside on the right-hand side of the home on a large deck in the hot 
weather. The deck was covered with wire netting. Sarah and Julius also had a big garden as Julius was a 
great gardener. She remembers there was a long pergola with lots of flowers and ferns.  One of Sarah’s 
daughters, Grizelda married Lemoine Skinner Jr. at Taille on July 5 1941 and Alicia Cooke along with 
Charles and Robert preceded Grizelda and her father down the aisle. 
 
In 1943 there was a lull in the war and the children were ready to return to England. Unfortunately their 
grandmother Alicia Chambers Chichester was left behind. Alicia, Charles, Robert and their nanny boarded 
a Spanish ship in New Orleans home. The ship was full of children returning to the United Kingdom and 
unknowingly six German soldiers who planned to take it over. The Germans were determined to put the 
children into a concentration camp. Fortunately the Germans were captured and become the prisoners. The 
ship made a detour to Trinidad to offload the Germans before continuing on to Lisbon.  They were then 
transferred over the channel by plane to home. Alicia was surprised when returning home where she had 
left a six-month-old brother to have three boys in his place.  
 
Alicia said that Taille has been beautifully kept since leaving the Mullanphy/Polk family. She thanked the 
Florissant Valley Historical Society for delightfully maintaining it. 
 

Descendants Visit Taille, continued from page 1 

Le#:		Mullanphy	descendants	Rocky	Petre,	Alicia	Cooke,	and	Charles	Henry	Petre	at	Taille	in	the	1940s.			
Right:		Alicia	Cooke	Salter	and	her	son	Nicholas,	both	of	London,	at	Taille	in	2017.	
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Mark Your Calendar 
  
July 22   FVHS 59th birthday party at Taille—$10.00 per person 
  
August 26  Board of Directors and Advisory Board meeting at Taille at 9 a.m. 
  
September 24 Meeting at 2 p.m. at Taille—Program  by Peggy Kruse, author of  Old   

 Jamestown Across The Ages, Highlights and Stories of Old Jamestown,   
 Missouri  Members and Friends of the Society invited—no admission charge,   light 

refreshments. 
  
October 15  Reservations for Christmas Luncheon due:  open seatings at 11 a.m.,   

 12:15 p.m., and 1:30 p.m.—$15.00 per person.  Send check and reservation to   FVHS, P. O. 
Box 298, Florissant, MO 63032.  More information will appear in   the October 2017 
Quarterly. 
  
November 4            Decorating of Taille for the Holidays, 9 a.m.:  Volunteers Invited. 
  
December 7             Annual Christmas Luncheon at Taille 
  


