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Remembering Father Garraghan:
The Priest Who Recorded Florissant’s History
A Biographical Sketch by Andrew Theising
The year 2017 marks the 75th anniversary of the death of the
Reverend Gilbert Joseph Garraghan, S.J., a Jesuit historian who
dedicated his scholarly career to the preservation of regional
Catholic history. His tome on Florissant is exceptionally good.
Not only does he tell the history of the parish, he tells the history
of the city—for the two are nearly one in the same.
Garraghan came to Florissant in 1890, where he entered the
Society of Jesus on September 1 of that year at St. Stanislaus.
He studied at St. Louis University until 1896, when he graduated
and was assigned to St. Xavier College in Cincinnati. He
returned to SLU in 1901, was ordained in 1904, and later taught
at St. Stanislaus. He finished his doctorate in history at SLU
and, in 1925, chaired the History Department there.
His first publication was in 1912, where he edited and made
notes on a lecture by (now Blessed) John Henry Cardinal
Newman, a religious leader in England and Ireland in the 19th
century. This early effort must have incited his love for archival
research. There was a subsequent work on Newman in 1916.
He published three area-based histories in rapid succession: Catholic Beginnings in Kansas City (1920), The
Catholic Church in Chicago (1921) and then St. Ferdinand de Florissant (1923). These must have been part of
his doctoral studies. The Kansas City volume is trim at about 175 pages. The Florissant book is much larger at
about 275 pages, and the Chicago volume is downright massive at 325 pages. These are exceptionally-detailed
studies that show deep research into the Jesuit archives and a keen ability to synthesize multiple sources into a
single narrative.
The Florissant volume is noteworthy for several reasons. It provides a good religious history of the village,
which is to be expected in such a story. Impressive, though, is how he details individual townsfolk in his study.
John Mullanphy (owner of Taille de Noyer), Richard Graham (owner of the Hazelwood house), and Francois
Dunegant (the village’s commandant) are but some of the people discussed to put a human face on history.
Garraghan makes a point to discuss the people, the local culture, and even illustrate the architecture—in one place
showing the old French-style home of John G. James at Rues St. Louis and St. Pierre, calling it a “typical early
Florissant dwelling-house.” It gives a real feel for late 18th-/early 19th-century Florissant.
continued, pg. 7

French Settlers and Florissant’s First Church
by Geri Debo
In the late 18th century, the Florissant Valley was controlled by the Spanish but had been settled by the French.
France controlled the Louisiana Territory from 1673 until 1762, when the territory was transferred to Spain. Spain
was not an active landlord. It contracted-out governance to people of different nationalities, provided that they
swore allegiance to Spain. Government in the village called Florissant was established in 1786, and the town center
had the boundaries of Rue St. Ferdinand, Rue St. Charles, Rue St. Louis and Rue St. Denis. A man of French
descent named Francois Dunegant was named the civil and military commandant by Spanish authorities, and the
village’s official name was San Fernando—St. Ferdinand.
The inhabitants of St. Ferdinand were French, though, and called the place Florissant. They were lured to the
area because of the fertile soil and topography that reminded them of their native land. Many settlers were French
Canadians who traversed the Mississippi Valley, and early records indicate that there were forty residents at the time
of establishing the city. Residents spoke French and the streets were named for French saints, still so-named today.
Those early settlers stayed, despite overflowing creeks and Indian attacks, and the village flourished.
The town center, today called Spanish Land Grant Park, was divided into three lots. The lower half along Rue St.
Charles was Lot 1 and served as the military parade ground, or Place d’Armes. Commandant Dunegant occupied
the large house across the street. The remaining half was divided into two lots, the larger of which was granted to
the people for the construction of a church and cemetery on the southeast corner.
Florissant’s first church was built in 1788 by Hyacinthe Deshetres. It was of vertical log construction, which
indicates it was indeed built by Frenchmen. The Church grounds served as a burial location for residents. In
recent times, a street-widening project uncovered some of the ancient graves. Because of this, no new construction
is allowed on the grounds, thus preserving the sanctity of the site. Early residents used their church as the place to
announce births, deaths, and weddings. A town crier would announce news of the day from the steps, and public
sales would take place there.
The flourishing town outgrew the log church and in 1821, a new brick church was constructed a short distance
away. The log church had served the villagers for 30 years, and was destroyed by fire in 1836. Millionaire John
Mullanphy helped finance the new church. By 1884, the church building was enlarged to accommodate the
growing population. That historic church still stands today, now known as St. Ferdinand Shrine. It has become a
Shrine due to the work of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, who opened a school for girls at St. Ferdinand Parish.
Her work and the residents who came to the area are reminders of the importance Florissant had in the settling of
this part of America.
Today people can visit the Shrine and view the wonderful museum collection housed in the rectory of the Shrine
Complex. The museum has several artifacts from the log church, including the first tabernacle built by Hyacinthe
Deshetres in 1789 and the Monstrance used in the church that dates from 1799. Also in the Shrine is the baptismal
font many believe was in the log church. There is also a drawing of what the brick church looked like when it was
first constructed.

The Friends of Old St. Ferdinand
#1 Rue St. Francois , Florissant, MO 63031

314-837-2110

www.oldstferdinandshrine.com

oldstferdinandshrine@gmail.com
Shrine tours: Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12 noon; Gift Shop: during tour hours and Sundays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Visit the Bookstore on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon on the second floor of the old school house.
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Relics from the past in the
St. Ferdinand Shrine Museum
Left: the tabernacle built by Hyacinthe
Deshertres in 1789, from the old log
church.
Right: an ornate monstrance used in the
old log church, dating from 1799.
These and other wonderful artifacts are
on display at Old St. Ferdinand Shrine,
open Monday-Saturday 9-noon.
Images courtesy of C. A. Campbell

_______________________________

In Memoriam
Linda Brinkman - January 7,2017 - Linda was an active member of the Society for thirteen years and
enjoyed serving at the annual Christmas Luncheon.
William Webster Quade - August 7, 2017 - William was the husband of Nancy Quade, who is a member of
the Board of Directors of Historic Florissant and the owner of the Weaving Department in the historic Myers
House.
Lorelei Ann Cromer- August 15, 2017 - Lorelei was a member of the Society since 1992 and served on the
Board of Directors, including a term as President and several years as Vice-President. She frequently served
as a docent, sharing the history of Taille with guests, but her favorite part of volunteering was helping prepare
the food and serving at the Teas and Luncheons hosted at Taille.
G. "Joe" Schulte-- August 17, 2017 - Joe was a member of the Advisory Board and a busy volunteer at
Taille. He could fix anything, paint anything and always found something that needed to be taken care of. Joe
was a master at outwitting the squirrels who were determined to "move into Taille" - Joe won! Another of
Joe's talents was cookie-baking and he was always willing to bring cookies for any of our parties. Joe did all
of this with a smile and often a joke.
Margaret Mary (Peggy) Haas - August 30, 2017 - Peggy is the daughter of Margaret Connors who is a long
time member of the Board of Directors and a former President of the Society. Margaret served as a docent for
special tours at Taille and was always in the kitchen helping prepare and serve - especially the Christmas
Luncheons. Not only was Margaret a super volunteer but she managed to entice her seven children (most live
out of state) to volunteer to serve at the annual Christmas Luncheon.
Billie Toeniskoetter - August 31, 2017 - Billie was the wife of Jim, a fifteen year member of the Society.
Jim is knowledgeable on the history of the area, especially Sacred Heart Parish and is always willing to share.
Heartfelt sympathy is extended to the families of these wonderful supporters of historic preservation.
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The Clothing Collection at Taille is Worth Climbing the Steps!
Visitors to Taille de Noyer who care to venture to
the third floor are in for a treat! The clothing
collection at Taille shows the fashions and
workmanship of long ago.
The collection is
enormous and has been donated generously over the
years by North County families. Much of it is safe
in storage, and so the collection is shown through
rotating exhibits. It takes a few days to change the
displays due to the delicate nature of the clothing.
At the top of the stairs, visitors will see vintage
hoop skirt cages and a case featuring curling irons
and accessories. A wonderful arrangement of hats,
shoes, and dresses line the third floor display room.
The present exhibits will change when Taille is
closed for the winter (January and February). There
are two very special pieces on display right now.
Longtime volunteer and FVHS Board member Dorothy Ernst, above, shows two shoulder capes that are part of
the clothing collection. One is an unusual feather cape with a lovely white feather collar (detail, below right). The
other is a finely pleated cape that may be the work of Mariano Fortuny from the turn of the last century (detail,
below left). Fortuny’s work was once exhibited at the St. Louis Art Museum. Modern designers cannot replicate
his pleats.
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Bits and Pieces
2018 MARKS FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY‘S 60TH YEAR: Plans are being made
now to celebrate the Society‘s 60th birthday with special events throughout the year. More in the next
Quarterly!
NEW WEBSITE: Please visit the new FVHS website: www.florissantvalleyhs.com See wonderful photos,
catch up on the latest news, and stay connected. Your feedback will be welcomed!
FOR HOLIDAY GIVING: When you buy your gifts from Taille de Noyer, your gift gives twice! The
recipient will receive a fun piece of history, and your purchase will help fund the maintenance of this glorious
home. For a $20 donation, you may pick up one of the following titles (shipping extra)
• Rosemary Davison‘s epic 2002 history book Florissant, Missouri
• Rosemary’s well-researched 2009 book Rail, Mail, and Dreams about the West End Narrow
Gauge Railroad, or
• the 2007 reprint editions of Father Garraghan’s 1923 history St. Ferdinand de Florissant (FVHS
has only a very limited supply of these—first come, first served)
You may acquire any of these at Taille de Noyer for $20 each, or have them shipped (buyer pays actual USPS
shipping cost). Please email info@florissantvalleyhs.com for more details.
PLEASE JOIN FVHS TO HONOR ITS JUBILEE YEAR: Individual memberships are $15, Life
memberships are $150. All memberships include a subscription to The Quarterly and they make a unique
holiday gift! You may also purchase a commemorative sidewalk brick to honor family and friends. Visit our
website www.florissantvalleyhs.com to order a brick or process a membership application.
CONTRIBUTE YOUR HISTORY TO THE QUARTERLY: The editors invite submissions of articles,
events, or photographs about Florissant area families or landmarks for the Quarterly or the FVHS website.
Have an idea or an old photograph? Contact Andrew Theising at info@florissantvalleyhs.com for more
information.

The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times
each year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc.
Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor
Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor
www.florissantvalleyhs.com
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News from Historic Florissant, Inc.
historicflo@aol.com 314-921-7055
Former HFI President Gretchen Crank is being remembered
with a memorial plaque on Florissant’s Walk through History on
September 27, 2017, as the Quarterly goes to press. Gretchen passed
away on November 17, 2016 and served as HFI’s president since
Rosemary Davison’s retirement in 2008. She was active in many
efforts to preserve Florissant’s history.
Image courtesy of the City of Florissant

_______________________________

Historic Old Town House on Endangered List
The Bellissime-Ouvre House (c. 1820), located across from Combs School at Rue St. Jean and Washington, was
named a “Place in Peril” by the Missouri Alliance for Historic Preservation (formerly the Missouri Heritage Trust).
The group released its annual list in August. The house is in foreclosure and sits on a large parcel of land. It will be
sold at auction.
The house is architecturally significant for multiple reasons. It was constructed about the same time Missouri
became a state, making it as old or older than St. Ferdinand Shrine and St. Philippine’s convent. Further, it may be
the oldest brick structure constructed in the pioneer French style still standing in the greater St. Louis area.
The St. Louis County website notes that brick construction was unusual for this time. The brick would have been
made from clay mined near the Missouri River, and the labor-intensive construction generally meant that slave labor
was involved. It notes the house was built in two matching sections over a period of years.
The house maintains many early 19th-century features, including a Greek revival fireplace mantel, original fourpanel doors, and original millwork. Florissant is fortunate to have maintained so many of its historic homes and the
character of its historic district,
but historic structures are always
threatened when there are
ownership changes.
Historic
preservation is a job that is never
done!
To see the other endangered
landmarks that made the list,
visit the Missouri Preservation
“Places in Peril” website:
preservemo.wordpress.com/
most-endangered/2017-2/
Image from Google Street View. Google and the
Google logo are registered trademarks of Google
Inc.; used with permission.
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GARRAGHAN, continued from page 1
Father Garraghan was transferred to Loyola University Chicago in 1932 and
did not return to St. Louis. At Loyola, he published profusely—books, articles,
speeches, and, in 1938, his mammoth three-volume set Jesuits of the Middle
United States. It was his most significant work and made him famous among
historians.
He obviously enjoyed digging through the treasure-trove of documents
hidden away in various Catholic archives. Apparently, he made quite a find in
1935 when he discovered some 17th century letters from the great explorer
Father Jacques Marquette in a church in Rome. He translated and published
them in his 1938 work.
Father Garraghan was born in Chicago in 1871 and was raised there. He left
Chicago to come to Florissant. Aside from his years at St. Louis University, he
had assignments at Xavier in Cincinnati and Creighton in Omaha. He spent the
last ten years of his life at Loyola in Chicago, where he is buried.
Some other works by Father Garraghan: Father DeSmet: History Maker (1923), Emergence of the
Missouri Valley into History (1926), Some Newly Discovered Missouri Maps (1928), New Light on Old
Cahokia (1928), Vincennes (1931), Chapters in Frontier History (1934), Some Hitherto Unpublished
Marquettiana (1936), LaSalle’s Jesuit Days (1937), History of the Kickapoo Mission (1938), Marquette’s
Tercentenary (1938), Catholic First Things in the United States (1939), The Jesuit Quadricentennial
(1940), Fort Orleans of the Missoury (1941), Guide to Historical Method (posthumous 1946).
Please note: A very limited number of historical reprints of Garraghan’s Florissant book are available for
purchase at Taille de Noyer. See page 5 of this Quarterly for details.
Sources: Garraghan Jubilee, Chicago Tribune, 9/1/1940; Marquette Letters, Alton Telegraph 12/11/1935; Garraghan obituary, Chicago Tribune 6/8/1942;
Biographical Notes, Social Network and Archival Context, University of Virginia.

_______________________________

John Mullanphy was born in Enniskillen, County

Fremanagh, Ireland, in 1758. In 1792, he and his wife,
Elizabeth, came to the United States.
They landed at
Philadelphia and settled in Baltimore until 1799. From there,
he moved to Frankfort, KY, where he operated a store. A year
after the Louisiana Purchase, he moved to St. Louis and
invested in real estate. One of his first purchases, in 1805, was
Taille de Noyer for $600 in peltry. The log structure was his
hunting lodge.

He made his fortune during the War of 1812. He was
deeply generous to Florissant—supporting in one way or
another Mother Duchesne’s school, the Sisters of Loretto’s
convent, St. Ferdinand’s Church, and the novitiate at St.
Stanislaus. His descendants expanded and occupied Taille de
Noyer until the Society acquired it in 1960.
7

Mark Your Calendar and Celebrate Our Local History!
October
6: First Friday Mass at Old St. Ferdinand’s, 11:00 a.m.
8: Fall Festival at Old St. Ferdinand’s
15: Reservations for Christmas Luncheon at Taille are requested; open-seating times are 11:00 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., and 1:30 p.m. The cost is $15.00 per person. Please send your check and reservation to FVHS,
P.O. Box 298, Florissant, MO 63032. For more information, please see the insert.
November
3: First Friday Mass at Old St. Ferdinand’s, 11:00 a.m.
4: Decorating Taille for the Holidays at 9 a.m. - volunteers welcome!
18: St. Philippine Feast Day Mass at Old St. Ferdinand’s
26: HFI House Tour—see the insert for more details
December
1: First Friday Mass at Old St. Ferdinand’s, 11:00 a.m.
7: Annual Christmas Luncheon at Taille
9: Christmas Celebration at Old St. Ferdinand’s
10: Christmas Concert at Old St. Ferdinand’s
Please visit our local museums and their gift shops! (admission fees required)
TAILLE DE NOYER is open for tours Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. (closed January-February)
OLD ST. FERDINAND’S SHRINE is open for tours Monday-Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon

