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LINCOLN’S MAN IN FLORISSANT
Andrew Theising

EDWARD BATES served as Abraham Lincoln’s
Attorney General from 1861 to 1864. He was the
first cabinet member from west of the Mississippi.
He also owned the house at 305 Rue St. Louis in Old
Town Florissant.
Long before there were law schools, one became an
attorney by “reading law” with an established
attorney.
Bates studied under one of the most
prominent attorneys of the day—Rufus Easton.
Easton had been appointed a territorial judge for the
Louisiana Territory by Thomas Jefferson and was the
first postmaster of St. Louis. Bates lived with Easton
and his family during this time of study. Easton
founded the city of Alton, Illinois (named for his firstborn son). Easton’s daughter, Mary Easton Sibley,
was a founder of Lindenwood University.
Easton
Avenue in Wellston (now Martin Luther King Drive)
was named in his honor.
Bates served through most of Lincoln’s first term. The Civil War was divisive personally for his
family. His sons Julian, of Florissant, and John both served in the United States Army, while his son
Fleming fought for the Confederacy under General Sterling Price.
According to his diary, he secured a $1,000 note from Boatmen’s Bank on September 21, 1859, that
completed the purchase of Louis Brand’s house at 305 Rue St. Louis (47). The house was for the use of
his son, Julian, but Bates did not turn over full ownership of the house until 1862—the same year Julian
was elected mayor of Florissant. Julian had a five-year lease from his father, renting for $1 per year
plus taxes (48, 250). Julian was the town’s physician and served only the one term as mayor. He saw
patients at the home on Rue St. Louis. His father noted in his diary, “Saturday evening I went out to
Florissant to Julian’s…. He seems to be getting into practice, having several calls while I was at his
house” (48).
Bates noted regular visits to Julian and his wife Sarah (Sally) Woodson. “Went with Julia [his wife] to
Florissant to visit Julian and Sally. Dined with them and returned in the evening. I never saw Sally so
handsome—a good family reason for it—Julian is well and his professional prospects improving. They
both seem very happy” (15).
continued on page 7

Philippine Duchesne Bicentennial
The Friends of Old St. Ferdinand are preparing to
celebrate the bicentennial of St. Philippine
Duchesne’s arrival in 1818 and then the opening of
the convent and school in Florissant in 1819.
St. Philippine’s mission here started with a great
dream of then-bishop Louis Valentine DuBourg to
have the diocese provide schools for the education
of children. Bishop DuBourg brought the Religious
of the Sacred Heart and the Jesuits to St. Louis to
fulfill his dream.
The work of St. Philippine carries on to this day
(as does the work of the Jesuits), evidence of her
dedication, hard work, and example.
Rose Philippine Duchesne was born in Grenoble,
France, on August 29, 1769. She was an early
member of the Religious of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, and worked with the foundress of the order,
Madeleine-Sophie Barat.
Bishop DuBourg sailed to France to recruit help for his large diocese personally. St. Philippine begged
Mother Barat for permission to respond to Bishop DuBourg’s call. Barat consented and St. Philippine,
leading four other women religious, left Bordeaux on March 21, 1818. The group arrived in New Orleans on
the Feast of the Sacred Heart, May 29. Bishop DuBourg was based in that city and greeted them there. He
assigned them to work in St. Charles, Missouri, and later that summer put them aboard a steamship heading
north on the Mississippi River.
They arrived at their new home on August 29, and opened the first Academy of the Sacred Heart outside of
Europe on September 8. The school struggled in several respects, though. Their building was in poor
condition, finances were tight, and the students were unaccustomed to formal education. It was these early
struggles that convinced them to relocate to Florissant early the next year. In Florissant, they found many
interested students, new vocations for the order, and a generous benefactor in John Mullanphy.
Activities to honor St. Philippine’s bicentennial will be announced in the coming issues of the Quarterly.
Source: Society of the Sacred Heart. St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 1769-1852 posted at http://rscj.org/whowe-are/heritage/st-rose-philippine-duchesne

The Friends of Old St. Ferdinand
#1 Rue St. Francois , Florissant, MO 63031

314-837-2110

www.oldstferdinandshrine.com

oldstferdinandshrine@gmail.com
Shrine tours: Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12 noon; Gift Shop: during tour hours and Sundays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Visit the Bookstore on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon on the second floor of the old school house.
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FVHS 60th Anniversary Celebration
The Florissant Valley Historical Society will recognize its 60th Anniversary with a celebratory dinner
on May 20, 2018, 5:00 p.m., at Hendel’s Market Cafe, 955 rue St. Denis. The organization works to
preserve Taille de Noyer, a historic antebellum home. The house needed to be moved to accommodate
the Ferguson-Florissant school district’s growing population. Funds were raised and labor donations
sought to construct a foundation, move and turn the house 400 feet and update heating, water and
electric. All of this was accomplished by a very dedicated group in three years.
The home is maintained as a living museum that tells the story of five generations of the Mullanphy/
Chambers family. Proceeds from this dinner will be used for the continued preservation of Taille de
Noyer.
Tickets are $50.00 for the dinner that includes a choice of three entrees, coffee or tea. A cash bar will
be available. Reservations are required and can be obtained by calling Mary Kay Gladbach at
314-409-9478.
_______________________________

Francois Dunegant
The military and civil commandant of the colonial village
of St. Ferdinand was Francois Dunegant. He lived in a
grand home on Rue St. Charles that faced the parade
ground, now Spanish Land Grant Park. It was Dunegant’s
appointment in 1786 that establishes the accepted
founding of Florissant.
According to Michigan’s Habitant Heritage magazine
His signature from church records.
(35:1, 2014), Dunegant was baptized in 1752 at Fort Saint
Frederic on Lake Champlain. He was in the St. Louis area by 1776 and received a commission from
Auguste Chouteau to organize the new village.
His first wife, Marie Catherine Noise (Loisel) dite Labbe, died in January 1792 and was buried in the
cemetery across from their home. In 1802, her body was removed from the cemetery and buried nearby in
the old log St. Ferdinand Church itself (which, at the time, stood in Spanish Land Grant Park).
He
remarried Eugenie Jarret in 1799 and they lived in their manse until Dunegant’s death in 1825. John
Mullanphy bought the house and donated it to the Trappist priests who came to Florissant about that time.
Father Charles Van Quickenborne wrote in the St. Ferdinand burial register: “On September 14, 1825, was
buried in the cemetery of this parish Francois Du Negant (alias) Borosier, former commandant of this post
under the Spanish Government and the founder of this village. He died yesterday at nine o’clock in the
morning after having been fortified with the Holy Sacraments and edified all those who came to visit him
by his resignation to the will of God and his tender piety.”
Florissant’s Dunegant Park is named in his honor. An excellent biography is found at:
http://habitantheritage.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Francois_Dunegant_-_Mike.104181909.pdf
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News from Historic Florissant, Inc.
historicflo@aol.com 314-921-7055

Historic Florissant Spring Fundraiser
The Gittemeier House parlors will be transformed into a 19th-century tea room on May 26 serving an 1860sinspired menu! Please join HFI for a delicious luncheon featuring French onion soup, a spring salad of mixed
greens, fruit, and ham/chicken salad croissants. Assorted petit fours will follow; iced tea and coffee complete
the menu. Donations are $25. The event starts promptly at noon. Seating is limited, so secure your reservation
by contacting Gina Siebe at 314-565-1468 or ginasiebe@gmail.com.
The Gittemeier House located at 1067 Dunn Road. It is one of the many buildings saved by Historic Florissant
since its founding in 1969 and now serves as the headquarters for Historic Florissant. All proceeds are used to
maintain the Gittemeier House, the HFI archives, and the protection of historic structures.

Remembering the Narrow Gauge Railroad
Historic Florissant, Inc., will host a Coffee Talk at the Gittemeier House, Tuesday, May 1, 2018, at 2:30 p.m.
Long-time Florissant resident Fred Weismueller will talk about the history of the Narrow Gauge Railroad.
Feel free to add your comments and ideas to this trip down memory lane. Coffee and cookies will be served.
There is no charge for this event.

_______________________________

Landmark Profile: The Louis Brand House c. 1845
The house purchased by Edward Bates
in 1859 still stands. The original lot
was the entire block bounded by Rue
Sts. Denis, Pierre, Louis, and Jean. In
1794, it was held by Jean Baptiste
Crelez (Creely).
He died in 1833.
Louis Brand bought the land at some
point, building the present home about
1845. In 1944, the house was owned by
Carleton and Elinor Blandford. She
was Florissant’s first librarian.
It is described in the National Register
application as a frame house that retains
some of its “Greek Revival glory” in its
pedimented gable with return, cornice
mediallions, and a main entrance with
transom and side lights.

305 Rue St. Louis
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Bits and Pieces
Guest Speaker for FVHS Annual Meeting
Members and friends of the Historical Society are invited to the
60th anniversary annual meeting to hear a special guest speaker.
Valerie Battle Kienzle will speak about her new book What’s with
St. Louis? (Reedy Press 2017) at the FVHS annual meeting on
Sunday, April 22 at Taille at 2 p.m. There is no charge and light
refreshments will be served.

FVHS Commemorative Brick Fundraiser
Please consider honoring a loved one or special occasion by
purchasing a commemorative brick on the walkway at Taille de
Noyer. Bricks are available for a $50 donation. For more info,
please email info@florissantvalleyhs.com

_______________________________

In Memoriam
Carol Elizabeth Brady passed away on January 30, 2018. Carol was a longtime volunteer at Taille de
Noyer and a member of the FVHS Board of Directors. She served as FVHS treasurer until her health
caused her to resign. She remained active on the Advisory Board.
Carol was born on April 14, 1947 in St. Louis and moved to Florissant in 1956. Her family lived on Larry
Drive and Carol started 4th grade at Our Lady of Fatima. She attended St. Thomas Aquinas High School
and attended UMSL. In 1969 she began teaching 4th grade at St. Williams Catholic School in Woodson
Terrace. She taught there for 10 years before working full-time at the St. Louis County Library in
Florissant, where she retired after 44 years of service in 2008.
Carol loved antique stores. She and her cousin had a resale booth in Alton and later at the Marketplace in
Florissant. She volunteered there and kept the books. She absolutely loved the people she worked with and
interacting with everyone in the community.
She was passionate about tutoring for Oasis. She tutored at Walnut Grove and each and every student she
worked with held a certain place in her heart. Her heart was broken when she lost the ability to speak
fluently. She also served on the board of Florissant Old Town Partners. She was very passionate about the
City of Florissant and loved it.
The Society will place a customized brick in her memory on the “Pathway to Taille.”
The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times
each year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc.
Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor
Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor
www.florissantvalleyhs.com
© 2018 Florissant Valley Historical Society, All Rights Reserved
5

News from Historic Florissant, Inc.
historicflo@aol.com 314-921-7055

Historic Florissant Spring Fundraiser
The Gittemeier House parlors will be transformed into a 19th-century tea room on May 26 serving an 1860sinspired menu! Please join HFI for a delicious luncheon featuring French onion soup, a spring salad of mixed
greens, fruit, and ham/chicken salad croissants. Assorted petit fours will follow; iced tea and coffee complete
the menu. Donations are $25. The event starts promptly at noon. Seating is limited, so secure your reservation
by contacting Gina Siebe at 314-565-1468 or ginasiebe@gmail.com.
The Gittemeier House located at 1067 Dunn Road. It is one of the many buildings saved by Historic Florissant
since its founding in 1969 and now serves as the headquarters for Historic Florissant. All proceeds are used to
maintain the Gittemeier House, the HFI archives, and the protection of historic structures.

Remembering the Narrow Gauge Railroad
Historic Florissant, Inc., will host a Coffee Talk at the Gittemeier House, Tuesday, May 1, 2018, at 2:30 p.m.
Long-time Florissant resident Fred Weismueller will talk about the history of the Narrow Gauge Railroad.
Feel free to add your comments and ideas to this trip down memory lane. Coffee and cookies will be served.
There is no charge for this event.

_______________________________

Landmark Profile: The Louis Brand House c. 1845
The house purchased by Edward Bates
in 1859 still stands. The original lot
was the entire block bounded by Rue
Sts. Denis, Pierre, Louis, and Jean. In
1794, it was held by Jean Baptiste
Crelez (Creely).
He died in 1833.
Louis Brand bought the land at some
point, building the present home about
1845. In 1944, the house was owned by
Carleton and Elinor Blandford. She
was Florissant’s first librarian.
It is described in the National Register
application as a frame house that retains
some of its “Greek Revival glory” in its
pedimented gable with return, cornice
mediallions, and a main entrance with
transom and side lights.

305 Rue St. Louis

6

continued from page 1
Bates’ diary makes it clear that Julian was a favorite child and Bates was quite proud of him.
“Julian got his buggy broke today, by leaving his horse standing, unhitched, while he visited a
patient. The carriage, he says, is not badly hurt, but I fear the horse may be spoiled” (16). “Note—
subscribed for the National Intelligencer for Julian and paid the bill for one year—$6.00, see receipt
of Mr. James, the agent” (16). “Bought Julian’s horse, Jack, for $100—paid—I will have to return
[my other horse]; I’m afraid to drive him about town” (143).
“Last Saturday afternoon I took out Rev. Dr. Wines to Florissant and stayed at Julian’s ‘til Monday
morning. There is quite an effort making to begin to build up a Protestant Church there. In Sunday
morning a Sunday School was organized (Julian taking an active part) then, in the forenoon, Dr.
Wines preached an excellent discourse, and afternoon Mr. James, an Englishman and Baptist,
preached a fair sermon. I authorized Julian to say that, if they organized a Sunday School, I would
send them a $5 library” which a later note confirmed was indeed sent, with three hymnals added to
the donation by “Mrs. Dr. Wherry” (99).
There were several visits to Julian’s home in October 1859, when illness struck the household.
Julian’s wife Sally was ill, as was their child. [The child is never named or identified by gender.]
Bates wrote, “The child was expected to die every hour, but lingers on astonishingly, showing a
wonderful tenacity of life. I returned home Sunday evening, and now (Monday night) we do not
hear of the child’s death” (49). The child’s health turned for the worse later that week. Bates noted
on Thursday of that week, “Last night my son Julian’s child died and today was buried in the family
graveyard. Julian came in to make preparations for the burial this afternoon…. They returned and
got home about 7 o’clock p.m. in a hard rain. Julia [Edward’s wife] has been in attendance on the
sick babe for two weeks, and no doubt, is worn down with watching. Instead of two weeks, her
absence seems to me like two months” (49).
The Bates diary covers the years 1859 through 1866. It is a thoughtful collection of political and
personal entries during a difficult time in the United States. Bates resigned from Lincoln’s cabinet in
1864, likely over the disappointment that Lincoln chose Salmon P. Chase to be Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court instead of him. He lived out the rest of his years in St. Louis.
One of the most amusing entries made about Julian was on June 23, 1863, . “All our immediate
friends well. The grand children especially delighted me—[son] Barton’s 7 and Julian’s 2 are
charming children—healthy, cheerful, docile, and most of them handsome” (emphasis added, 299).
Bates’ son Barton, probably named for his former law partner who was killed in a duel on Bloody
Island, served on the Missouri Supreme Court during the Civil War.
Bates died March 26, 1869. He was buried at the family graveyard on Shackelford Road in
Florissant (later the Gruenloh property). The bodies of the family were removed to Bellefontaine
Cemetery in December 1899.
Source:
Beale, Howard K. “The Diary of Edward Bates 1859-1866,” Volume IV of the Annual Report of the
American Historical Association for the Year 1930. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1933.
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Mark Your Calendar and Celebrate Our Local History!
Sundays: Taille de Noyer Open for Tours—1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Mondays-Saturdays:
Shrine Bookstore, Gift Shop, Tours: 9 a.m. to Noon
April 22: FVHS 60th Anniversary Annual Meeting
May 1: Coffee Talk at Gittemeier House, 2:30
May 4-6: Valley of Flowers Festival, K of C/Shrine Grounds
May 20: FVHS 60th Anniv. Dinner at Hendel’s, 5:00 p.m.
May 26: Historic Florissant Spring Tea, Noon

