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RICHARD ANTHONY (DICK) WEBER moved to 
Florissant in 1955, a time when the city was experiencing 
unprecedented suburban growth and was a hot spot of 
suburban living.  He moved here from Indianapolis, where his 
day job was being a letter carrier for the United States Postal 
Service.  He came to St. Louis to join the Budweiser bowling 
team and instantly dominated the sport. 
  
     In 1966, he joined forces with Robert W. Timme to open 
Dick Weber Lanes, a popular 32-lane bowling alley that was 
often the site of national tournaments and Professional 
Bowlers Association events.  The building was located across 
from Our Lady of Fatima Church at 4575 Washington Street 
and was in a growing part of town. 
 
     Most of the land in the area around Dick Weber Lanes was 
originally part of the Arkes Farm.  Ed Arkes, a lifelong 
resident of Florissant and longtime volunteer at Old St. 
Ferdinand’s, lived on the last remaining acre of the family 
farm until his death in 1995. 

     Florissant in the 1950s was booming.  With a 921% growth rate during the decade, Florissant was one 
of the fastest growing cities in the United States in the 1960 census.  Major subdivisions were being built 
on all sides of Old Town, particularly to the southeast.  The first was the Duchesne subdivision, which 
consisted of 179 lots built by the Vatterott family starting in 1946.  Subsequent additions to that 
development added over 200 more homes.   
  
     Institutions followed the subdivision growth.  Our Lady of Fatima church opened in 1950 and its 
school was staffed by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood.  St. Dismas Parish opened in 1956 and its 
school was staffed by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word.  St. Thomas the Apostle church 
opened in 1960 and its school was staffed by the Sisters of St. Joseph.  (Those three parishes were 
merged in 2005 to create St. Philippine Duchesne Parish at the site of St. Dismas.)  The expansion of 
these churches and schools led up to Florissant’s peak population of over 65,000 in 1970. Weber and 
Timme capitalized on the new trend of suburban living that defined the era.  League bowling was in its 
heyday in the 1960s and 1970s.  	

          continued on page 7 

Dick	Weber	in	1986.	
Plahn	Photo;	GNU	Free	Documenta=on	License	
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Carol Campbell 

     There has been much activity here at the Shrine.  In April, Geri Debo, retired from the Shrine after 30+ 
years of service!  We are all grateful for her leadership and service, and we will miss her.  But the work 
goes on!  
  
     There is a flourish of activity at this end of rue St. Francois!   The Shrine will be selling a variety of 
things at the Flea Market July 21, 2018.  Stop by to see us.  Our  Wednesday Night Out movie will be 
Moana on July 25, 2018.  The film tells the story of a strong-willed daughter of a Polynesian chief who 
sets out to save her people.   We will have snow cones, raffles, face painting and games for the kids.  Join 
us for a family fun night. 
 
     In September we will start back with our First Friday Confession and Mass.  Confessions start at 11am 
and the Liturgy at 11:30am.  The First Friday Devotions are a set of Catholic devotions to especially 
recognize the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and through it offer reparations for sins. Please feel free to join us for 
this prayer activity. 
 
     October brings us to Fall Festival.  Please plan to come visit—the Shrine will have food, fun and Fred 
Bird for all to enjoy. 
 
     On November 18, 2018, we will not have a mass at the Shrine for our Feast Day; instead we will join 
with the Society of Sacred Heart to celebrate St. Philippine’s feast day at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Louis. The Shrine will be getting a bus for all those who would like to attend.  Call the Shrine to reserve a 
seat. 
 
     Starting in 2019 we will begin a three-year celebration, marking the bicentennial of St. Philippine 
Duchesne coming to Florissant in 1819 to the completion of our Church in 1821.  We will be having a 
variety of activities starting with our Winter Gala, January 27, 2019.  For the first time, we will be at 
Norwood Hills Country Club.  The Winter Gala will be $125, mark your calendars and plan to attend, if 
you would like to help sponsor the Gala please call the Shrine at 314-837-2110. 
 
     Do you have some free time and want to work where a Saint walked?  The Shrine is always looking for 
volunteers and tour guides.  If your interested contact the Shrine. 
  

Happenings at Old St. Ferdinand 

#1 Rue St. Francois , Florissant, MO  63031      314-837-2110          www.oldstferdinandshrine.com 

oldstferdinandshrine@gmail.com  

The Friends of  Old St. Ferdinand  

Shrine tours:  Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12 noon; Gift Shop: during tour hours and Sundays, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Visit the Bookstore on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon on the second floor of the old school house.  
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_______________________________	

Mayor Charles Castello 

Charles Castello was the most-elected mayor in 
Florissant’s history.  He didn’t serve the most years (that 
honor goes to the late Mayor James J. Eagan) but he was 
elected the most times—twenty-seven in all. 
 
He served as mayor continuously from 1865 until 1890, 
and then again from 1892 to 1893.  There were several 
notable events during his tenure. 
  
The arrival of the Narrow Gauge Railroad in 1878 had 
great impact on Florissant, and Castello was a passenger 
on the very first train. 
 
 

Meet the New Board of  Historic Florissant, Inc. 

 
Two years prior, though, the City of St. Louis separated from St. Louis County, which meant that a 
new county seat had to be chosen.   
 
Castello put forward Florissant as the new county seat, offering free land for the courthouse if so 
selected.   Clayton became the ultimate choice, but as a consolation prize, the street bordering the 
courthouse square that is now called Forsyth was originally named St. Ferdinand. 
 

Gina Siebe 
President 

Terri O’Neill 
Vice President 

Lynn Burkhart 
Treasurer 

Teri Burnham 
Secretary 

Suzanne Eagan 
Board Member 

Mary Kay Gladbach 
Board Member 

Nancy Quade 
Board Member 
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Elegant Ostrich Plume Hats 
Connie Kraus 

     Ostrich plumes once marked the height of fashion.  Among the vintage clothes collection at Taille de Noyer are 
several ostrich plume hats.  The hats sit on a long shelf against one wall in the attic room. There is also an elegant 
grey ostrich plume necklace with a feather head ornament on display with the hats. 
 
     From ancient Egypt to Enlightenment Europe, the ostrich feather was used for adornment.  By the mid-1800’s, 
feathers from a wide variety of birds were showing up more and more in women's fashion.  The growing interest in 
nature was causing the demand for feathers.  The more exotic and colorful the display of feathers were, the more the 
sales increased.  Women's hats and dresses were even festooned with the entire bodies of certain birds. 
 
     Pressure to stop the poaching of wild birds helped to begin ostrich farming in the 1880's.Ostrich feathers could 
be harvested every nine months. There was no need to kill these birds. The boom in ostrich feathers resulted in 
extremely wealthy feather barons. Ostrich feathers became as nearly as valuable as diamonds.  The most valuable 
cargo on the Titanic when it sank in 1912 was a shipment of ostrich feathers. 
 
     The slaughter of other birds such as herons, egrets, ibises peaked in the 1890's.  More than five million birds 
were being killed yearly to satisfy the fashion trend.  Many birds became nearly extinct.  Conservation groups 
started to form. Some women began to rally to protect the birds and refused to wear hats with the endangered birds' 
plumage.  Although ostriches were farmed for their feathers and did not suffer death, the connection of the harm and 
cruelty of other birds began to hurt the ostrich feather market.  It became more unfashionable to wear ostrich plume 
hats. 
 
     The rise of the automobile also contributed to the end of the hats.  Early cars often had no tops on them.  It would 
be nearly impossible to keep the large, floppy hats in place, even at speeds under 10 MPH.  World War I broke out 
in 1914 and fashion became more somber.  However, in the 1920's interest returned to the ostrich feather as a 
fashion item. 
  
Sources – Historical Ornithology:  Ostrich Feathers, http://cayugabirdclub.blogspot.com/2015/05/historical-ornithology-ostrich-feathers.html;  Plumed 
Hats, http://jaxhistory.org/portfolio-items/plumed_hats/; Hats Off to Women Who Saved the Birds, http://www.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/
2015/07/15/422860307/hats-off-to-women-who-saved-the-birds; The Epic Boom and Bust of the Ostrich Feather Market, https://fee.org/articles/the-epic-
boom-and-bust-of-the-ostrich-feather-market/. 
            
  
 

_______________________________	

In Memoriam:  Nelson Ray Crank   

     The historic preservation community mourns the loss of Nelson 
Crank, who passed away on April 21, 2018.  He was 70.  Nelson 
served as president of Historic Florissant, Inc., taking over the role 
after his wife, former HFI president Gretchen Baum Crank, passed 
away in 2016.  He loved the city of Florissant and the preservation 
of its history. 
 
     Nelson worked diligently on many projects, including 
maintaining the HFI archives, coordinating the HFI house tour, and 
helping to restore the log cabin in Tower Court Park.  He is 
survived by three children and two grandchildren. 

HFI Photo 



Bits and Pieces  
  
Members and friends of the Florissant Valley Historical Society are invted to a meeting on Sunday, 
September 16, 2018,  2:00 p.m. at Taille de Noyer.  Following the meeting, Dan Fuller, a Master Guide and 
Volunteer Coordinator at Bellefontaine Cemetery will present a program entitled St. Louis Mayors Who Now 
Reside in Bellefontaine Cemetery.  Of the 45 past mayors of St. Louis, 21 are interred at Bellefontaine.  Some 
went on to hold other political offices in Missouri, others went on to serve in other territories.  Many others 
had roles outside of politics that aided in the development of the city, region, and state.   All of their stories 
interweave to give a background of St. Louis‘s development. 
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The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times 
each year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of  Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc. 

     Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor                    Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor           www.florissantvalleyhs.com 

The FVHS 60th Anniversary Celebration was a 
delightful success.  Guests reminisced about the 
organization and celebrated its history at Hendel’s 
Restaurant on May 20, 2018. 
 
Pictured at left is a group of descendants of 
John Mullanphy, patriarch of Taille de Noyer.  
They are:  Elise Tegtmeyer, Sarah Dunn, Bob 
Dunn, Virginia Quick, Richard Quick, and 
Anne Dollimore.             Jean Hilmer Photo 

Ostrich plume hats and necklaces on display at 
Taille de Noyer.  The house is open Sundays 
from 1 to 4 p.m.           Connie Kraus Photos 

ROSEMARY DAVISON 100th anniversary of birth—Historic Florissant will host a fundraiser in honor of 
Rosemary’s 100th birthday.  Rosemary, who passed away in 2014, was a founding member of all three historic 
preservation groups in Florissant.  Gittemeier House, Sunday August 12, from 1:00-3:00 p.m.   
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Historic Florissant Inc.’s Unique Role 
historicflo@aol.com  314-921-7055 

     Florissant is fortunate to have multiple historic preservation groups.  Historic Florissant, Inc. has a very different 
purpose than either the Florissant Valley Historical Society or the Friends of Old St. Ferdinand.  Historic Florissant, 
Inc. (HFI) is a not-for-profit corporation that was formed in 1969 for the purpose of protecting and preserving historic 
structures in the Florissant area.  HFI worked with the City of Florissant and the State Preservation Office to study 
and survey the cultural resources of the city.  This resulted in the creation of the National Landmark historic district.  
It is not a membership organization like the others. 
 
     HFI pioneers in local preservation, like Rosemary Davison, are responsible for many of the city ordinances that 
protect historic properties.  Further, the organization stepped in to save and preserve many of once-endangered 
landmarks.  These include the Meyer's House, the Archambault House, the Peter's House, the Narrow Gauge Railway 
Depot, the log cabin in Tower Court Park, and the Gittemeier House—all of which were threatened with demolition 
and were saved through swift action. 
 
     The Gittemeier House serves as headquarters to HFI and houses a resource center that contains extensive archival 
files on the local landmarks, historic structures and families who first came to and settled in the Florissant Valley. It 
also has a small book store and library with books to assist families in their genealogy searches and local history 
research.  

        continued page 7 
 

_______________________________	

Landmark Profile:  The Old Log Cabin at Tower Court Park 

Jean Weast at the log cabin as a child in the 1950s, and earlier this year.  HFI Photos 

     The cabin was built in 1840 and was originally the home of the Cougot family.  Over the years additions of a 
kitchen and other rooms were made along with clapboard siding.  The home was leased to a number of families 
after the Cougots moved to other locations.  After the family donated the house and land to the City of Florissant, 
the house was torn down to make way for the Florissant water tower.  Historic Florissant advised the city that a log 
cabin existed behind the clapboard siding.  Logs were saved and community members including Bernie 
Steinbruegge, Steve Siebe, Nelson Crank, and others rebuilt the cabin close to Washington Street. Later, Keith 
English and Boy Scouts added the porch and roof.   During the recent Valley of the Flowers Open House, a surprise 
visitor, Jean Weast, shared her memories of growing up in the house and playing in the neighborhood.  She is 
shown in front of the house as a child and in front of the log cabin as an adult.  



continued from page 1 
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_______________________________	

     Weber was known for his trim and muscular figure.  He admitted in an interview in 1966 just before 
his 37th birthday, “For the first time in my life I outweigh my wife.  I’m up to 140 and she is down to 
125….  I quit smoking a year ago.   I guess I’ve been eating too many peanuts when I’m behind the bar.”  
 
     Weber was named to the American Bowling Congress Hall of Fame in 1970 and the Pro Bowlers 
Association Hall of Fame in 1975, and had nearly every distinction the sport can bestow.  Despite his 
success, Weber was a humble man.  “He greeted everyone with a smile and treated everyone as an 
equal,” said bowler Johnny Petraglia.  He was consistently described as affable, classy, and never turning 
down an autograph request from fans. All of Weber’s children enjoyed the game.  His son, Pete Weber, 
has proven to be every bit as good of a bowler as his father.    
  
     Weber died at his Florissant home in 2005 at age 75.  Over his career, he won 26 regular and six 
senior PBA tour titles, was inducted into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, and has a star on the St. 
Louis Walk of Fame among many other honors.  He was one of the greatest bowlers of all time and he 
called Florissant home. In 2014, the city dedicated a plaque on the city’s Walk Through History in honor 
of the hometown champion. 
  
     Weber and Timme sold their business in 1984, but the name remained.  Generations of North County 
families have fond memories of the game at Dick Weber Lanes, as well as Lucky Strike, Crest Bowl, and 
Olympic Lanes to name just a few.  Thanks to Dick Weber, Florissant was one of the country’s centers of 
professional bowling, with champions from across the United States performing here on national 
television.  The City of Florissant purchased the building this year to house Florissant’s Municipal Court.  
The city plans a dedication on July 30, 2018. 
 
Sources: 
“Another ‘Rival’ for Weber,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch 26 Oct 1966, p. 84;Archdiocese of St. Louis, Closed Parishes. http://archstl.org/
archives/page/closed-parishes; “Bowling Legend Dick Weber Dead…,” Springfield News-Leader, 15 Feb 2005, p. 24; “Bowling Legend 
Dick Weber, 75, Dies…,” bowlingdigital.com, 14 Feb 2005; Cozby, Paul.  “Dick Weber was Bowling’s Everyman…,” Investor’s Business 
Daily.  03 Mar 2016;  “Edward Arkes,” obituary, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 22 Apr 1995, p. 18; “Honoring a professional bowler,” St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch 29 August 2014, p. M1; Missouri Department of Natural Resources, St. Louis County Postwar Subdivisions Study.  
17 Jan 2018; https://dnr.mo.gov/shpo/survey/SLAS042-S.pdf ; “Robert W. Timme,” obituary, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 25 May 2002, p. 29.  

continued from page 6 
 
     HFI also provides an opportunity for the community to better understand its heritage through house 
tours, the Green Line Tour, and special events.  Members actively participate in preservation activities on 
the local, state, and national levels working to preserve history and landmarks. 
  
      All of these organizations can use your help.  HFI welcomes volunteers and relies on them for its 
various activities, from assisting with the house tours, fundraising, painting and repairing, assisting with 
research, marketing, to gardening and other needed activities.  Donors are the heartbeat of Historic 
Florissant.  Funding is always a challenge and funds are always needed to maintain the Gittemeier House 
and preserve the archives. 
 
    Additional information is available.  Email HFI at historicflo@aol.com or hit Like on Facebook. The 
Gittemeier House is open each Tuesday 10:00-3:00 and by appointment. Contact HFI at 314-565-1468.  
Come visit and be a part of this unique mission. 



Mark Your Calendar and Celebrate Our Local History! 

Every Saturday:  Old St. Ferdinand Bookstore open 9 a.m. to 12 noon in the old school house 
 
Every Sunday:  Taille de Noyer is open 1-4 p.m.; admission fee; come visit this historic place! 

          Old St. Ferdinand Shrine is open 1-4 p.m.; admission fee; come walk where a Saint walked!   
Every Tuesday:  Gittemeier House is open 10am-3pm; come visit, come volunteer!  Bring your local history   
                             questions and research your Florissant family history 
July 
21st:  Flea Market at the Shrine 
25th:  Wednesday Night Out movie at the Shrine 
30th:  Dedication of the New Florissant Municipal Court Building 
August 
12th:   HFI Fundraiser:  Rosemary Davison’s 100th birthday at Gittemeier House 1:00-3:00 pm 
September 
7th:  First Friday Masses begin at Old St. Ferdinand’s 11:30 a.m. 
16th:  Dan Fuller talk at Taille de Noyer, 2:00 on Bellefontaine Cemetery 


