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SLAVERY IN THE FLORISSANT VALLEY 
Cindy Winkler with Andrew Theising 

Segment from the Missouri Emancipation Ordinance, 11 January 1865 (Library of Congress image; public domain)  

   MISSOURI’S HISTORY is rich and has a significant part in our country’s never-ending fascination with the Civil War.  As 
we all have witnessed over the past several years, there is division in this country over war memorials, flags, stories, and the 
names we choose to keep alive about the Civil War time period and whether it is time to alter the narrative going forward.  
The Civil War still consumes part of the news cycle after 150+ years.  The semi-rural Old Jamestown area (roughly the 
63034 ZIP code area today) includes in its history people and circumstances that were deeply affected by the Civil War and 
slavery.  Here is a brief look at the experiences of families at odds, and of two of those people who lived around Old 
Jamestown:  Durrett “Dirk” Patterson, a slaveholder, and Michael Francis, a slave.   
 
   Being a slave state, Missouri  was subject to martial law during the war.  It was done by order of General John C. Fremont 
(for whom Florissant’s Auguste Archambault had worked on a westward expedition years earlier).  The “Provost Marshal” 
was the chief of the military police units and was responsible for investigating and arresting people on the suspicion of 
being secessionists.  Author Joanne Chiles Eakin wrote a book about these marshals in 1996, called The Little Gods to 
indicate how they behaved.    
 
   THE PATTERSON FAMILY came from Virginia and North Carolina to the Florissant Valley, and between them all received 
land grants and made purchases totaling 2,000 acres along Coldwater Creek.  Patterson Road today still joins Old Town 
Florissant to the old Patterson lands.  John Patterson Jr. and his family were among the first Protestants to arrive in the 
predominantly Catholic valley, arriving in the late 1797.  Though the family came from a slave state, John Patterson was a 
strong abolitionist.   
 
   According to the 1860 Slave Census, Durrett Patterson owned three slaves living in one slave house.  This indicates that 
the group may have been a family.  They were not identified by name, only gender and age:  Male, 60 years old; Female, 48 
years old; and Female, 18 years old.  An 1876 newspaper feature on John Patterson stated that neither he nor his descendants 
owned slaves “by purchase,” but acknowledged that some descendants did receive slaves through inheritance.  Durrett was 
the grandson of John Patterson, through John’s son Elisha. 
 
   In July of 1864, Durrett was charged with Violation of the Laws of War and Violation of the Oath of Allegiance he had 
given in August 1862.  He was arrested by order of the Provost Marshal.  The charges accused him of passing two letters to 
John Massey for ultimate conveyance to rebel enemies of the United States.  John Massey was Durrett’s neighbor (as shown 
in 1862 and 1878 atlases) and the 1860 Slave Census shows Massey was a slaveholder as well. Durrett was brought before a   
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