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her freedom.  Also, some 
next steps on the subject 
from FVHS. 
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A Model Farm: 
Larimore Landmark Was 
Praised Back in the Day 

A 19th century article 
called W. L. Larimore’s 
North County estate a 
“model farm.”  Today, it 
is a wedding venue and a 
great example of historic 
preservation and adaptive 
re-use.  (page 3) 

Cody Miller and Lauren 
Merz made an interesting 
discovery in their back 
y a r d a n d H i s t o r i c 
Florissant Inc. helped put 
the puzzle together! 
(page 6) 

Tombstones: 
A Backyard Discovery 
Unlocks Local History 

Landmark Has New Owner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Perhaps you have noticed the Bellisime-Ouvre house at 359 Rue St. Jean.  This 
national landmark has fallen into grave disrepair.  What was once a beautiful 
example of early French architecture was allowed to become a sad and tired house 
overgrown with brush and weeds.  This is especially disappointing due to the fact 
the property is a rare example French design made of brick, not log or frame.  It 
was first owned by a Revolutionary War hero, Alexander Bellisime.  Bellisime was 
a French soldier who came over with Lafayette to fight the English in the War of 
Independence.  According to family legend, he saved Lafayette’s life three times. 
 
  For a number of years the Bellisime-Ouvre house has been listed as a landmark in 
peril, yet do not despair! Help is on the way! Derrick Mosely a local property 
investor has purchased the home and intends to restore it to its original glory. 
Currently, interior work includes removing old wallpaper, carpeting and outdated 
fixtures, then, refinishing the floors and using appropriate colors to paint walls and 
trim.  

             continued on page two 

The Bellisime-Ouvre House, 1980s.  St. Louis Co. file photo. 

Once on Missouri’s “Places in Peril” list, the Bellisime-Ouvre 
House has a new owner and a brighter future!   

by Gina Siebe  
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New Owner  from page one 
  Exterior renovations include repairing water damage to the 
chimney and roof structure, tuck-pointing the old brick, and 
adding a coat of fresh paint.  Landscaping plans include 
removing weeds and overgrown bushes, and adding 
flowering plants and foliage.  
  The chain of title for this circa 1820 house reads like a 
Who’s Who of Florissant. Bellissime sold the property to a 
prominent Florissant settler, Louis Ouvre, who settled in 
Florissant in 1791 and was a trustee of St. Ferdinand 
Church.  From Ouvre, the home transferred to families such 
as Belleville, Tison, Steudeman, Desilet, Castello, James, 
Bullard, Baillet, Heur, Tegethoff—families that were active 
in public, private, and church affairs.  The present house was 
built in two matching sections over a period of years.    

In Memoriam 
ALBERT “BUD” GETTEMEIER 
Bud Gettemeier passed away on July 18, 2020, at age 92.  
He was quite active at Taille de Noyer and the Gittemeier 
House over many years sharing his talents and historical 
knowledge.  He was a descendant of  Franz Gittemeier 
and a lifelong resident of  Florissant.  His wife Sharon 
and daughter Kris Sontheimer are both active members of  
the FVHS Advisory Board.  Our gratitude and sympathy 
are extended to Bud’s family.   

MARTIN “MARTY” HOFFMAN 
Condolences are extended to the family of FVHS Advisory 
Board member Pat Blaisdell on the passing of her son, 
Marty Hoffman.  He was an avid fan of the Cardinals and 
Blues, despite moving to Chicago.  Marty passed away on 
July 19, 2020.  He was 58 years old. 

 The Florissant Valley Historical Society is moving 
forward with a special project to document the history of 
slavery in the Florissant Valley generally and at Taille de 
Noyer specifically.  The book is one of a series of events 
that FVHS is doing to wrap-up its year-long recognition of 
the 1619 Project.   
  The book contains original research about slavery at 
Taille de Noyer and also the larger estates in the area that 
had “plantation” status.  It has census data and as much as 
can be found about names and places.  It also reproduces 
the year-long series of articles and essays that have 
appeared in the Quarterly.  The book will be about 100 
pages in length and have many illustrations. 
  Of particular interest may be the chapter that offers brief 
histories of the African American communities that 
emerged in the decades after the Civil War—Kinloch, 
Anglum, Charbonier, and Musick’s Ferry.  “Not much has 
been written about these communities,” said editor Andrew 
Theising.  “It has been challenging to document them, but 
we have uncovered some good sources and interviewed 
some key people that have helped us understand this 
hidden history.” 
  Carol Daniel, of KMOX radio, has agreed to write the 
book’s Foreword.   Contributors include Carol Kane, 
Andrew Theising, Cindy Winkler, and John A. Wright 
Sr., among others. 
  The title is In the Walnut Grove—referring to the land at 
and around Taille de Noyer.  It should be available on 
Amazon.com by December 1.  Watch and “like” the FVHS 
Facebook page for updates and ordering opportunities! 

New Book Examines Slavery 
in the Florissant Area 

 Mr. Mosely invited 
Historic Florissant, 
Inc. to contribute to 
the restoration on a 
consultant basis.  He 
a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e 
historic aspect of the 
B e l l i s i m e - O u v r e 
house and aims to  re- 

store the building in a manner fitting for its National 
Landmark status. We are excited he has chosen to take on 
this sensational endeavor and the historic preservation 
community is grateful for his work.     Above:  The house 
as it appeared recently.  HFI photo and press release 
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  The Florissant Valley Historical Society gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of the Florissant Rotary 
Club.  Rotary provided a much-needed community grant 
to help with the front façade repairs that are underway, 
specifically helping to restore the house’s magnificent 
columns.  The above photo shows the scaffolding in place. 
 
  The columns were damaged by weather and weakened 
gutters.  The column bases were failing and threatened 
their stability.  This summer, with the kind support of the 
Florissant Rotary, repairs to the gutters and columns were 
begun. 
 
 The Florissant Rotary Club conducts fundraisers 
throughout the year and donates the money raised to many 
worthy community efforts, such as human service 
agencies,   children’s charities, and historic preservation. 
 
  The FVHS Board of Directors extends its sincere thanks 
to the Florissant Rotary Club for its generous donation and 
its substantial record of service to the community.  

Florissant Rotary Makes Grant 
to Repair Columns at Taille 

  Wilson Larimore owned plenty of  land in St. Ferdinand 
Township.  He bought and sold lots of  it, but kept a 
sizeable amount for raising his well-known crops, such as 
potatoes.  The Missouri Republican featured them in an 
1861 article.  He was selling  the “Peach Blow” potato 
and the paper described them as “fair, smooth, and 
handsome.”  The editors cooked some and testified to the 
potato’s excellence:  “We have tried them,” and “we deem 
it our duty to recommend [them] to all hotel keepers, 
housewives and superintendents of  culinary operations 
and commissary departments.” 

 Larimore’s place was more than just another farm 
turning out fine crops in the Florissant Valley’s rich soil—
his was deemed a “Model Farm” in 1867 by the St. Louis 
Agricultural and Mechanical Association that ran the 
annual competitions at Fairground Park.  The lay of  the 
land was considered a key part of  the honor:  “highly 
favored by nature, beautifully rolling, and very fertile.”    

  The review committee also noted the lovely house that 
Larimore had built on the property in 1858.  “The 
dwelling house, …in point of  architectural design and 
exterior or interior finish, [is] equal to many of  our best 
city residences.” 

  Esley Hamilton, longtime historian of  St. Louis County, 
described the home in 2001 as being “the best Italianate 
house in St. Louis County.”  The house is on the National 
Register of  Historic Places and has been lovingly 
refurbished by the Bovey/Frey family over the last 30+ 
years.   In what is a great reutilization of  an historic 
property, it is now a wedding venue.  Photos can be seen 
at www.larimorehouse.com. 

Daisy the Labradoodle is ready to greet visitors to the 
Larimore House.            Photo courtesy of Dena Bovey 

The Larimore Model Farm 
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FVHS Fall Fundraiser:  90 for 90—Please Help! 

Lucy Delaney’s  
Pursuit of  Freedom 

by	Andrew	Theising	
The	concluding	essay	in	our	year-long	examination	of	

slavery	in	Florissant	

Nancy fled to Canada. Polly made it to Chicago but was 
caught and returned to jail in St. Louis.  Lucy (now 12 years 
old) remained in slavery and was returned to the Berry 
family’s household to fill Nancy’s role. (2)  
  The household was that of Mary Berry Coxe and Henry 
Coxe.  It was an abusive relationship and household.  Their 
children died in infancy.  Henry was a drunkard.  Mary was 
prone to outbursts of anger.  Both of them had fierce 
personalities.  
  TECHNICALLY, POLLY WAS COMMITTED to the County 
jail by her new owner, James Magehan, and while there her 
services were “rented” out.  She was “hired” by Elijah 
Haydon, a St. Louisan who gave her great freedom of 
movement and association. (4)  Polly became connected 
with Harris Sproat, an attorney who occasionally had taken 
on African American clients.  She sued for her freedom on 
October 3, 1839. (4)  It was a long and drawn-out process. 
   In the meantime, Lucy was given as a wedding present by 
Mary to her sister Martha Mitchell (Mrs. David D. Mitchell).  
Martha was not located far from the Haydon home.  Lucy’s 
job for Martha was as a laundress—a back-breaking job that 
may have meant hauling 50 gallons of water for every load, 
working over open fires, and scrubbing clothes using lye and 
bare hands.  She was inexperienced.  Martha also had a fiery 
temper (modern reviewers of the record have suggested she 
was manic-depressive) and yelled her complaints at Lucy.  
Lucy fired back, “You don’t know nothing yourself about it” 
and told her to “get someone to teach me.”  Martha 
threatened Lucy with physical punishment.  Lucy exclaimed, 
“You have no business to whip me; I don’t belong to you.”  
With that, Lucy fled out the front door in terror, ran to her 
mother’s location, and hid away dreaming that her hiding 
space was “a boat [that] was steaming down South.” (4) 
   The  battle  had  begun.    Polly  had  a  “next  friend”  suit 
filed (one of the few ways an enslaved person could file a 
suit) by a sympathetic attorney with the intent of gaining 
some  kind  of  possession  of  her  daughter on September 8, 

   LUCY ANN DELANEY was born into slavery in St. Louis in 
1824.  Her father is not named, but he was taken from the 
family and sold in Vicksburg MS.  Her mother was Polly 
Crockett (a.k.a. Polly Wash), an enslaved woman who 
technically was free living in Illinois, then taken in her youth 
and sold back into slavery in Missouri. 
   Lucy was born on the estate of Major Taylor Berry, who 
was a very unusual character.  He had been a founding father 
of Columbia MO and was a prominent veteran of the War of 
1812.  He was accused of forgery and perjury in 1824, was 
arrested, and was tried for the crimes.  The jury acquitted 
him, but he felt public humiliation over the trial.  He sought 
his revenge against the prosecutor, attorney Abiel Leonard, 
and attacked Leonard repeatedly with a rawhide whip.  
Leonard fought back and challenged Berry to a duel, which 
led  to  Berry’s  death. His  enslaved workers were not freed, 
so Lucy, her sister Nancy, and her mother Polly remained 
enslaved by the family.  Lucy was sent to live in another 
household.  In their desperation, Polly  and  Nancy  escaped.  
  
 

   Since the FVHS fundraising dinner had to be canceled this summer and it was among our primary fundraisers of the 
year, the Board of Directors has decided to make a special appeal in honor of founding member and current Board 
Secretary Mary Kay Gladbach’s 90th birthday this summer.  We hope that you will consider giving a $90 donation to 
Taille to honor Mary Kay’s 90 years!  The cost would be roughly the same as two tickets to the canceled dinner, and all 
of it would be tax-deductible.  Your generosity is appreciated. 
 
   Though Taille de Noyer has been closed during the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a lot of work underway.  
We’ve been doing considerable renovation work on the front façade and hope you will consider driving by to appreciate 
the fresh paint, new gutters, and porch repairs.  We’ve dipped into our savings account to accomplish this and ask that all 
of our readers consider a year-end donation of any amount.  Checks may be made payable to FVHS and mailed to us at 
P. O. Box 298, Florissant, MO  63032 or electronic payments through the PayPal link on our website:  
www.florissantvalleyhs.com.   Thank you for your kindness and for preserving Florissant’s history. 
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1842.  In doing so, Lucy was taken from her hiding place to 
the county jail by the Sheriff.  Both Mr. Mitchell (Lucy’s 
present owner and the respondent of the suit) and his 
brother-in-law Mr. Coxe (Lucy’s previous owner) met her at 
the jail.  The presiding judge was Bryan Mullanphy, son of 
John Mullanphy and brother of Jane Chambers who 
resided at Taille de Noyer.  (4)  He was an eccentric man 
who had lived in Florissant for a time and had a genuine 
concern for the plight of the poor. 
   Polly’s case finally moved to trial on June 6, 1843.  Polly’s 
case also was on Judge Mullanphy’s docket before a jury of 
12 white men.  Attorney Sproat made a simple argument:  
Polly had been taken to Illinois in her youth by Joseph 
Crockett for a period longer than 60 days and was never 
registered there as an enslaved person.  Therefore she was 
free under Illinois law, and her subsequent sales to Taylor 
Berry, Mary Berry Coxe, and Joseph Magehan were 
improper.   “Once  free … always  free.”   Astonishingly,  the 
jury agreed and Judge Mullanphy ordered her freedom. (4)  
Now Polly focused on her daughter. 
   POLLY ENGAGED TWO ATTORNEYS to help her daughter.  
The first was Francis Butter Murdoch, one of St. Louis’s 
most prominent freedom-suit lawyers.  The second was 
Edward Bates, of Florissant, a legal powerhouse who had 
been the prosecutor under Territorial Governor William 
Clark and who would go on to become Lincoln’s Attorney 
General during the Civil War.  His interest in the case is 
peculiar, being a slaveholder himself who had defended 
owners during such suits. (4)  It seems that he liked the 
drama of it and loved a public oratory on a powerful subject. 
  When Lucy’s case was finally heard in Judge Mullanphy’s 
courtroom in 1844, Bates took center stage.  He relied 
heavily on the legal precedent established in Polly’s case: 
once free, always free.  He drew in the jurors with his 
emphatic style and legal logic.  He recounted Polly’s story, 
her  struggles  and treatment  as  a  free woman.      Bates got 
the  Berry  family  to  testify  that  Lucy  was  indeed  Polly’s  
 
 
 

child, since no documentation existed.  He concluded with 
powerful words that won the jury over to his side:  
“Gentlemen of the jury, I am a slaveholder myself, but, 
thanks to Almighty God, I am above the base principle of 
holding anybody a slave that has as good a right to her 
freedom as this girl has been proven to have; she was free 
before she was born; her mother was free, but kidnapped in 
her youth, and sacrificed to the greed of negro traders, and no 
free woman can give birth to a slave child, as it is direct 
violation to the laws of God and man!” (4)  The jury was 
convinced and found her to be a free woman.  Lucy was 
ecstatic and cried tears of joy at the news, praising Bates and 
Mullanphy. 
  Mitchell’s lawyer was outraged and demanded Lucy be sent 
back to jail while he appealed, claiming he did “not consider 
that the case has had a fair trial.” (4)  Bates jumped to his 
feet and retorted:  “For shame!  Is it not enough that this girl 
has been deprived of her liberty for a year and a half, that 
you must still pursue her after a fair and impartial trial before 
jury?  I demand that she be set at liberty at once.” (4) Judge 
Mullanphy took advantage of the moment, ignored the 
complaints from Mitchell, and set Lucy free there and then. 
  LUCY  RECOUNTED HER STORY in a book almost fifty 
years later, From the Darkness Cometh the Light, or 
Struggles for Freedom (St. Louis: J. T. Smith, 1891).  She 
did reunite with her father, if only briefly, and moved 
eventually to Quincy IL.  She married Frederick Turner.  
Tragically, he was killed in an explosion aboard a steamship.  
In great irony, that ship was named the Edward Bates.  ! "

# # # # 
 
Sources: 1. Missouri Digital Heritage.  “A Brief Biography 
of Abiel Leonard,” Crack of the Pistol.   
2. “Lucy A. Delaney,” Documenting the American South.  
3.  “Lucy A. Delaney,” Oxford Reference.   
4.  “You Have No Business to Whip Me,” African American 
Review. Spring 2007.  
 
 

New Exhibit Coming to Taille de Noyer 
   The FVHS Board of Directors approved a new permanent exhibit for Taille de Noyer at its August meeting.  In order to 
build on our work based on the 1619 Project (recognizing the 400th anniversary of slavery), the Board approved the 
installation of a permanent African American history exhibit.  The exhibit will consist of six large panels of 
memorabilia and ephemera that will be hung in the log rooms on the main floor.  In conjunction with this exhibit, there 
will be four special “mini-issues” of the Quarterly available online or at Taille, and perhaps other historical locations, for 
free.  These special issues will explain various components of the new exhibit.  These mini-issues are not mailed. 
 
   The new exhibit will be named in honor of Lewis Doss Sr.  Mr. Doss and his mother were the last African American 
servants who worked at Taille de Noyer.  Mr. Doss came back to Taille on a visit in 1988 and was featured in the 
Quarterly then.  His interview will be republished as part of this new special series.  It is hoped that the new panels will 
be in place for Black History Month in February 2021.  It is also hoped that the museum will be allowed to open again 
for the public to enjoy the new displays. 
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Those stepping stones?  
They’re from a cemetery! 

   On the west side of St. Ferdinand Street near the 
Florissant Valley Fire Station is a small park.  People busy 
with their day, drive by this area without a thought or even 
knowing that what is now known as Spanish Land Grant 
Park was once Florissant’s first cemetery.  
  Rosemary Davison writes in her book, Florissant, 
Missouri (2002) “The Spanish commandant gave to the 
villagers of Florissant land for a burial ground in 1788 and 
the graveyard lot at St. Ferdinand and St. Denis was 
confirmed in 1825 as recorded in volume III of the 
American State Papers.” 
   “With the passage of time the old graveyard was not 
maintained and the City Council declared it to be a 
nuisance and ordered all bodies removed before March 18, 
1900. Prominent figures from the early settlement, 
including the Commandant, had no one to arrange for the 
removal of their bodies.” Some families paid to have their 
ancestors moved to the new St. Ferdinand Cemetery off of 
Manion Road.  Others could not afford to do so and quite 
often ancestors were impossible to find as they were 
buried in unmarked graves or buried 5 deep to one grave.  
Contrary to official records, many of the buried remained 
in the old cemetery.            (continued opposite column) 
 

Father Charles De La Croix:   
  Before there was Father DeSmet, before beloved Father 
Van Assche, before there was a St. Stanislaus, there was a 
young Flemish missionary here named Charles De La 
Croix.  He was born in what is today Belgium, during the 
time when various political powers in Europe were 
suppressing the Jesuit order and other Catholic structures.  
He and his brother Joseph were in the seminary at Ghent 
when they refused to recognize the bishop imposed on 
them by Napoleon.  For this action, they were imprisoned 
for the balance of  Napoleon’s reign.  Joseph died there, 
but Charles was freed upon the fall of  Napoleon in 1815 
and resumed his studies. 

   He was ordained by Bishop Louis William Valentine 
DuBourg of  Louisiana Territory.  DuBourg returned to 
France after Napoleon’s fall and was seeking recruits for 
mission work in the United States.  He recruited the 
Vincentian priest Felix De Andreis, who in turn recruited 
Joseph Rosati.  DuBourg also recruited the Religious of  
the Sacred Heart to come work in the territory, including 
an eager volunteer, Philippine Duchesne.  By the end of  
1818, this whole team of  people—De Andreis, Rosati, 
Duchesne, and De La Croix—would be working in St. 
Louis and Florissant. 

  De La Croix, just 26 years old, was assigned to 
Florissant to lay the groundwork for the mission work that 
was beginning.  However, on his way to Florissant he was 
diverted to Perryville to oversee the construction of  a 
seminary in May 1818.  It seems that De La Croix was a 
pragmatic thinker who had a working knowledge of  
architecture.  He designed the seminary building to 
Bishop DuBourg’s specifications and then turned the 
construction over to Father Rosati.   

  DuBourg then asked De La Croix to come to Florissant 
to oversee a large farm that had been donated to the 
Bishop (that would become St. Stanislaus).  De La Croix 
set off  for Florissant in November 1818, arriving soon 
after and taking up residence at the Bishop’s Farm.  In the 
spring of  1819, he began planning the cultivation of  the 
land while also working with the Sacred Heart sisters to 
build a brick convent at St. Ferdinand.  He wrote a letter 
to his Bishop that spring, saying he was “in good health 
and very happy.”   

  His most ambitious job was the construction of  the brick 
church in 1821.  The old log church had stood since 1789.  
He knew he had to raise the money first, and for that he 
turned to the town’s wealthiest resident.  John Mullanphy 
quickly pledged $1,000 to build the church.  Father De La 
Croix wrote in a letter to Father Rosati that he then 
engaged other wealthy residents.  To his surprise, all asked 
were supportive—even the non-Catholics.  The money 
was  raised  and  on  February  19,   1821,  a  joyful Father  
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De La Croix laid the cornerstone of  the brick church.  
When John Mullanphy gave not only his $1,000 pledge, 
but an additional $200 on top of  that, Father De La 
Croix designated that the first two pews in the new 
church would be reserved for his family in perpetuity. 

 The cornerstone itself  was a gift from Philippine 
Duchesne.  Alongside the cornerstone somewhere, 
according to Jesuit historian Gilbert Garraghan, was 
buried a small bottle containing a parchment scroll in 
Father De La Croix’s hand: 

“I, Charles De La Croix, by permission of  our most Reverend 
Bishop Valentine William Louis DuBourg of  Louisiana, have 
laid the first stone of  this church, dedicated to the Sacred Heart 
of  Jesus, under the invocation of  St. Ferdinand and St. John 
Francis Regis.  Madame Duchesne, Sister Superior of  the 
House, presented to me the aforesaid stone, Mesdames Octavie 
Berthold and Eugenie Aude being present, also the other Sisters 
of  the community and the boarders, who have all signed their 
names, together with any others from the village, 
etc.” (Garraghan 164) 

  It is noteworthy the role that Philippine Duchesne 
played in naming the church.  The parish had been 
established for years as St. Ferdinand.  However, St. 
Philippine remembered the words of  her Mother 
Superior when sent to the United States:  “If  in the 
country where you are going you were to do no more 
than erect one altar to the Sacred Heart of  Jesus, it would 
be enough for your happiness in eternity.”  (165)  She 
asked for and received permission to have the new 
building dedicated to the Sacred Heart—the devotion of  
her order—under the invocation of  St. Ferdinand and 
also her favorite missionary saint, John Francis Regis.   

  Once the new church was constructed, Father De La 
Croix asked permission to leave on a mission trip to be 
among the Osage in central Missouri.  It was granted by 
Bishop DuBourg and, seeing the success and happiness of  
the work, De La Croix was eventually released of  his 
pastoral duties at St. Ferdinand.  He was replaced by 
Jesuit Father Van Quickenborne, who with Father 
DeSmet and others, opened a new chapter in the church’s 
history.  To De La Croix’s architectural credit, his church 
building is about to celebrate its bicentennial.            ! 

 
Sources:  See the De La Croix chapter in Garraghan’s St. 
Ferdinand de Florissant (1923), the National Register 
application for St. Mary’s Seminary (https://dnr.mo.gov/
shpo/nps-nr/95001041.pdf) and the De La Croix entry in the 
Catholic Encyclopedia (https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/
04689a.htm). 

  Whether it was during the removal of bodies before 
March of 1900 or when bulldozers uncovered caskets in 
1958, buried tombstones were unearthed and removed by 
descendants or the general public. Fast forward to 2020, 
when Cody Miller and Lauren Merz along with their 
two pups Olive and Zepplin discovered tombstones in 
their own backyard!  

  Stones used as paving blocks for a walkway are actually 
pieces of tombstones. Once reassembled like a puzzle, it is 
easy to see these grave markers belonged to some of 
Florissant’s earliest residents from the 1800’s. With a little 
research, Historic Florissant, Inc. identified the 
tombstones as belonging in the old St. Ferdinand 
Cemetery (Spanish Land Grant Park) with the remains of 
those identified most likely still interned at the same.  

  Cody and Lauren plan to donate the stones to Historic 
Florissant, Inc. who intend to create a display at Spanish 
Land Grant Park.  One stone reads, “Sacred to the memory 
of Michael Connor, Native of Wexford Ireland, Who 
departed this life Aug. 2nd 1822 aged 74 years, Also Ann 
Murphy, Consort of Michael Connor, Who departed this 
life Aug. 31st 1822 aged 64 years. May their souls Rest in 
Peace, Amen.” HFI Photos                                         ! 

 

Builder of  Old St. Ferdinand’s 
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Historic Florissant Christmas House Tour 
Are you looking for a way to kick off the holiday season during these pandemic times?  
   Perhaps a Christmas House Tour will suit your needs. Historic Florissant’s annual Holiday House Tour will look a 
little different this year.  Interested parties will schedule a private one hour tour of the beautiful Gittemeier House 
which will include homemade cookies, coffee by NoCo Roasting, hot chocolate or hot tea.  The house will be decorated 
in period fashion including antique feather trees and authentic holiday trimmings. Schedule a tour for your small group of 
family or friends with whom you feel comfortable.  Participants are required to wear masks unless eating or drinking.  
Tours will be conducted by a docent or guests may tour at their own pace.   
 
    Call to schedule your choice of weekend, week night or week day November 1st through December 23rd.  Tickets 
are $10 per person and must be paid in advance. Please call Historic Florissant at 314-565-1468 to schedule your 
private tour.  The annual Christmas House Tour is one of Historic Florissant’s most important fundraisers.  It is our hope 
private tours will raise sufficient funds to maintain the organization during these unprecedented times.  
  
Other historic sites are opening for tours: 
   Sites around the Metro Area will participate in Historic Saint Louis’s “A Spirited Holiday Past Christmas House 
Tour” on Saturday, December 5 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm – See www.historicsaintlouis.org for more details.  (Reminder:  
Taille de Noyer is closed for COVID and cannot participate.  May want to check with sites directly before traveling.) 
 

GIFT SHOPS ARE OPEN for holiday giving! 
Please consider giving gifts of regional history for your holiday shopping needs.  Historic Florissant, Taille de Noyer, 
and Old St. Ferdinand’s all have books and other gift items for sale—call or visit our websites for a curbside pickup! 


