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      IN THIS ISSUE: 
The Many Trials of  a 
Mullanphy Grandson 
                         (page 4) 
Bartholomew Maziere 
Chambers had a life of 
wealth and power, until it 
all fell apart.  An angry 
exchange with a lawyer 
in 1889 led to a shooting, 
and it was yet another 
trial in a long string of 
them. 

Valentine’s Day for a 
Good Cause—an 
opportunity to help! 
                          (page 7) 
Wine, chocolate, and 
historic preservation!  
Celebrate your love for 
one another and history 
by participating in 
Historic Florissant’s 
special Valentine’s Day 
offer.  Details inside! 

November 2nd marked 
the 20th anniversary of 
Jim Eagan’s passing and 
the end of the longest 
reign of any mayor.  See 
some of the many ways 
he shaped Florissant. 

Remembering Mayor 
Jim Eagan 
                        (page 2) 

Cornerstone laid on February 19, 1821: 
Six Months before Missouri became a State   

  THE OLD ST. FERDINAND SHRINE is celebrating another bicentennial event—this 
time, it is the construction of the church building itself.   As noted in the last issue, 
the cornerstone laid 200 years ago was a gift of Mother Philippine Duchesne, whose 
bicentennial was celebrated in 2019.  The structure may well be Florissant’s most 
prominent landmark, and the list of its parishioners is a Who’s Who of local history.  
The building has been lovingly maintained by the Friends of Old St. Ferdinand since 
1959.  See “200 Years of History” on page 3. 

Image	courtesy	of		Justin	Barr,	STLfromAbove.com	



The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times each 
year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc.   A complete 
set of bound issues is held by the St. Louis County Library, and electronic issues since 2017 are made available online 
after six months at www.florissantvalleyhs.com.  Uncredited articles are by the editorial team. 
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 One of the most memorable parts of the Old St. 
Ferdinand Shrine tour (at least for children) has to be 
the wax effigy of Saint Valentine at the base of the 
altar.  Inside the wax figure are relics of the Saint.   
  The altar (and likely the saint’s effigy also) was made 
for the circa 1881 renovation of the building—though 
the relics likely had been in the church prior to that.  
This image shows him in his old red chasuble that has 
since been changed. Tour appointment: 314-837-2110. 

In Memoriam 
BETTY JEAN HEGEDUS  (1923-2020)  

Was FVHS Advisory Board Member 
  The Historical Society extends its condolences to the 
family and friends of our Advisory Board Member Betty 
Hegedus, who passed away on October 30.  She was 97.   
   Betty was a longtime resident of Florissant and longtime 
volunteer at Taille de Noyer, where she helped with 
fundraisers and events.  Her husband Arthur, who passed 
away in 2001, was buried at Glen Carbon IL. 

   James J. Eagan was proud of his Irish heritage, signing 
official documents in green ink and driving the streets of 
Florissant in his bright green car.  He played a pivotal role 
in Florissant’s history by serving as the first mayor under 
the new 1963 charter.  As mayor, it was his job to 
reorganize the city government to comply with its new 
governing document. 
 Eagan previously was an attorney and magistrate judge, 
and became the only full-time mayor in the county.  The 
new charter required that he create (or re-create) 
departments for he city as they had not  existed  previously: 

Remembering Jim Eagan: 
Longest-Serving Mayor  

Died 20 Years Ago 

Spending St. Valentine’s Day  
with St. Valentine 

Shrine 2021 Gala Goes Virtual  

FOSF	Image	

  The Shrine’s annual gala, its largest fundraiser each year, is 
going virtual for 2021.  It will take place on February 20 
and honors the Shrine’s 200th birthday.  There is no cost to 
participate and a free weblink will be provided. 
  There will be an online auction, and there is still time to 
donate auction items to help with the fundraising.  Your 
items, large or small, are requested and encouraged.   
  Anna Gettemeier Vogel is the chairperson of the event.  
Updates will be posted on the Shrine’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages.  Please follow them and plan to participate 
on February 20!       

Law, Police, Public Works, Parks 
and Recreation.  Eagan met the 
challenge and loved the job—and 
the voters of Florissant loved him 
back: he was elected ten times.  He 
died in office on November 2, 2000, 
after 37 years as mayor.   
  The Florissant Civic Center, built 
during his time, was renamed in his 
honor.                  Davison/HFI photo 
   

Old St. Ferdinand Updates 
   The Shrine’s gift shop reopens this month for visitors.  It 
is a great way to support Old St. Ferdinand.  Books, 
souvenirs, religious gifts, and even some framed historic 
slate tiles from the old building’s tower are available.  
  To arrange an appointment-only tour, call the Shrine at 
314-837-2110.  You may also visit the Shrine online:  
oldstferdinandshrine.com, on Facebook, and on Instagram. 
   The Shrine is still looking for copies of old wedding and 
event photos taken there over the decades.  This is for a 
planned exhibit. 
   COVID disrupted much of the planned celebrations of the 
bicentennial at the complex.  Concerts, talks, fundraisers, 
and publications were all changed. The Friends are still 
collecting recipes and stories for a planned bicentennial 
cookbook.  Folks with good food or good stories to share 
can send them to the Shrine. 

John	Mullanphy’s	brick	order	to	build	Old	St.	Ferdinand’s,	
1820.			
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Black History Month Means New Exhibit at Taille de Noyer 

   ALL INDICATIONS are that Bartholomew Maziere 
Chambers was a good man for his era, albeit eccentric.  He 
was the son of Jane and Charles Chambers and the 
grandson of Elizabeth and John Mullanphy.  He was born 
in 1837, presumably at Taille de Noyer, making him eighth 
of the 11 surviving children (of 17 births).  He married 
Marie Claire Walsh in 1865.  They lived at the estate called 
“Dunmore” at the southwest corner of Chambers Road and 
West Florissant Avenue.  (Dunmore Court is the small 
street there today.)  It had been a gift from Jane Chambers.  
It’s difficult to believe that a descendent of John 
Mullanphy could marry “up,” but this young man may 
have done just that.  The Walsh family was rich and well-
connected in the robber-baron era. 
    Marie Walsh’s brother was Julius Walsh Sr., president of 
the Mississippi Valley Trust Company and one-time 
president of the St. Louis Bridge Company (Eads Bridge).  
[Of note, Julius Walsh Jr.’s home is the current residence of 
the St. Louis Archbishop on Lindell Blvd., and it was 
Julius Jr. and his wife Clara Bell who are credited with 
hosting the very first “cocktail party.” (Google it!)] 
   MARIE’S SISTER WAS ELLEN WALSH, who had married 
Solon Humphreys of New York—a personal agent of J. P. 
Morgan who ran large segments of the Morgan empire, 
including orchestrating Morgan’s takeover of the Eads 
Bridge.  (Morgan, in turn, sold it all to railroad tycoon Jay 
Gould; Gould expanded it and it was all converted into the 
Terminal Railroad Association that still exists today.) 
   Maziere (he went by his middle name and was called 
“Zee”) got into the banking business, along with his 
relatives and Florissant companion Jules Desloge.  They all 
formed the Butchers’ and Drovers’ Bank of St. Louis, with 
Zee as president.  The bank invested in land and industry, 
but the Panic of 1873 destroyed it all, and the bank went 
under on July 14, 1877.  Zee personally guaranteed his  
bonds   (see page five  illustration)   and   he   sold   off  
much of his personal wealth to pay the bank’s creditors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Taille de Noyer typically is closed during the winter months, which gives the Society time to do interior cleaning, make 
repairs, and update exhibits.  This February, in honor of Black History Month and coinciding with the new release of the 
In the Walnut Grove book, the Florissant Valley Historical Society is creating a new permanent exhibit in the first floor 
log room dedicated to Black History and named in honor of Lewis Doss Sr., whose family worked at Taille de Noyer 
through the 1950s.  (Mr. Doss’s story is shared in the new book.)  The exhibit will consist of six large frames that will 
contain original and reproduced archival materials from Florissant and the St. Louis region. 
    The exhibit will focus on several themes from In the Walnut Grove (see article on page 3), including the experience of 
slavery and segregation, Civil Rights, sports and culture, and the events of Ferguson in 2014.  Four special “issues” of 
the Quarterly (not subscription mailed issues) are being created to help interpret the exhibits and document Black 
History.  They will be provided free of charge to visitors at the exhibit and online. 
  The house will be closed through the month of March, and due to the pandemic, it will not be open again until it is safe 
to do so.  Until then, the Society will add online features.  Follow FVHS on Facebook or check our website for more.  

A Bank, a Newspaper, and a Shooting: 
  Though Zee took a great hit 
(as did others in his family, like 
his brother-in-law Solon), he 
was not destitute and kept the 
Dunmore house. 
  THE ONLY ASSET remaining 
at the bank was a large loan 
secured by a newspaper—the 
St. Louis Daily Times.   With no 
other business opportunity 
afforded him, he foreclosed on 
the paper and took over its 
publication.  
  Now Zee was in the 
newspaper business and he was 
fighting for the attention of readers in the growing city, with 
stiff competition from newcomers like Joseph Pulitzer and 
what would become the Post-Dispatch, as well as old 
established names like the Missouri Republican. 
  Two years later, in 1879, Zee made a rookie mistake that a 
seasoned publisher might have avoided.  He published (or 
allowed to be published) a statement questioning the mental 
fitness of Thomas Warying Walsh—the architect who would 
design St. Francis Xavier “College” Church and no relation to 
Zee’s wife.  Walsh had been indicted for suspected 
improprieties during construction of the Old Post Office, but 
was never tried.  Zee published the hearsay and Walsh filed a 
$100,000 libel suit.  The jury sided with Walsh, but reduced 
the damages to just $7,000.  It was one more bill that the 
paper couldn’t afford. 
    AT THIS SAME TIME, Zee’s business was being targeted by 
a shady lawyer named Frank J. Bowman.  Zee’s paper had a 
$50,000 mortgage attached to it and Bowman started buying 
up the debt.  Before long, Bowman secured over 50% of the 
loan and became the primary mortgage holder.  Zee had 
secured a buyer for the paper’s physical plant, but Bowman 
prevented  the  deal  from  happening  and  said  his  goal  was 
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   The pandemic has made 2020 a difficult year for historic preservation groups, and our generous donors have stepped-
up to help us keep moving forward!  You have been very generous with the Florissant Valley Historical Society, the 
Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, and Historic Florissant Inc. by making year-end donations, giving gift memberships, 
buying “tickets” to our canceled events, and answering our calls for support.  We give great gratitude to our dear donors, 
those who are longtime supporters and some who are new, for your kindness and generosity.  You make our work 
possible and we say a heartfelt THANK YOU! 
 

“I awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends, old and new.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
 

Thank You to Year-End Donors!  You Made a Difference! 

The Many Trials of  “Zee” Chambers  
he pushed Zee against the wall.  Zee told him that he didn’t 
have any money or property anymore.  Bowman wanted to 
settle for $13,000.  Zee said he did not even have $13. 
Bowman pressed the issue; Zee ordered him to leave the 
house.  Zee grabbed a shotgun from behind a cabinet and 
leveled it at Bowman.  “Get out, get out, get out!”  Bowman 
left the house, walked away a bit, but stopped in the yard. 
He started to turn around and reached for his hip, as if to 
draw a revolver.  Fearing for his life, Zee fired a single shot, 
killing Bowman instantly right in front of Deputy Garrett. 
  He surrendered to Sheriff Dosenbach and was arrested.  He 
was taken to Clayton and held while the investigation was 
made.  He called for a priest, Father Stuntebeck of St. Louis 
University, to tell his elderly mother Jane Chambers the 
news and stay with her. 
  HE WAS IMPRISONED for six weeks.  The trial was delayed 
for eight months and moved to Iron County, Mo.  There 
were conflicting stories, but Zee’s honest reputation (and 
Bowman’s reckless one) shifted the case to his favor.  The 
jury found him not guilty.  Zee lived his remaining 25 years 
quietly at Dunmore, dying there on July 7, 1915.  ! --AJT. 
 
Sources:  “Chambers Family History…” 11 Aug 1977, p. 22; 
and “Instantly Killed,” 22 Oct 1889, p. 1-3; STL Post-Dispatch. 

Previous	 page:	 	 B.	 M.	 Chambers	 portrait	 at	 Taille	 de	
Noyer;	 Below:	 Banknote	 signed	 by	 B.	Maziere	 Chambers	
and	Jules	Desloge.	c.	1875		(Theising	images)	

his	signature,	from	the	Wherry	collection	at	FVHS	

 
“to break the ___ thing up!”  It turns out that Bowman was 
working for the Missouri Republican—a competing paper run 
by the ruthless businessman Samuel Clubb.   Clubb bankrolled 
Bowman’s scheme.  (Clubb has an interesting story, too.) 
  ZEE’S BUSINESS MANAGER had quit paying the mortgage 
and Bowman pounced at the opportunity for foreclosure.  Zee 
attempted to regain control of his paper, putting his few 
remaining personal assets into the business but Bowman 
blocked him at every turn.  Bowman had destroyed the paper 
and the Republican was there to pick up the pieces.  In 1882, 
Zee had a judgment of $28,000 levied against him (the amount 
of Bowman’s mortgage) but there was no money to pay it.  
Another of Zee’s businesses had failed and he lost even more 
of his family’s wealth—and the last of his own.   
  The Post-Dispatch later described Zee as “a ruined man 
financially and physically.  His spirit was broken; his ambition 
gone.  He retired to the quiet of a country life at Ferguson and 
soon became dead to the world.  His life was practically that 
of a recluse.”  He was only 45 years old. 
   As if this turmoil was not enough, another blow was around 
the corner.  His young wife died at 38 the following year.  
Thanks to her business smarts, though,  she had put all of her 
assets in a trust that was exempt from her husband’s creditors.  
The trust was owned and managed by her brother Julius Sr.  It 
provided a generous income to the household of $7,000 per 
year (nearly $190,000 today).  It was not Zee’s household 
alone.  His widowed sister Eliza Hudson and his mother Jane 
Chambers also lived there. 
  BOWMAN GOT WIND of the financial arrangement and 
decided, in 1889, to come after Zee one more time.  He 
revived the 1882 judgment at the courthouse in Clayton and 
asked Deputy Sheriff Charles Garrett to accompany him to 
Ferguson.  Garrett delivered Bowman to the Dunmore house 
but stayed outside.  Bowman was belligerent and went in.   
  He stormed into the sitting room and confronted Zee. He 
threatened to force payment  of  the  old  debt,  he  threatened 
to go after brother-in-law Solon Humphreys for  payment,  and 
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At the Myers House, 1933 

  Florissant’s history is filled with generations of strong 
women who built the city into what it was then and what it 
is today.  One of those strong women from history is 
Adaline (a.k.a. Adelaide) Mottin Myers (1842-1926).  
When her husband John died in 1869, the house that now 
bears his name was only just begun.  The cellar space was 
dug out and the foundation walls were complete.  It was 
up to Adaline to finish the job.  The introduction to a 1984 
cookbook named for her by Historic Florissant gives a 
brief sketch of her life. 
  “A typical Victorian lady she was not,” begins the sketch.  
“One would look in vain for a fainting couch or smelling 
salts.  She is a woman shrouded in mystery.”  She was 
born in Alsace-Lorraine on the French-German border, and 
came to Florissant as a child with her parents.  Her 
parents, it seems, gave her 51 acres of land along what  is 
now Dunn Road where she and her new husband would 
build their home. 
  John died of pneumonia unexpectedly at age 47 or 48.  
Adaline was in her third trimester of pregnancy at the time 
and gave birth to daughter Zelda about  two weeks later.  
He did not have a will, so the estate entered a lengthy 
probate action.  To avoid any loss to the estate, Adaline 
continued the construction under her own supervision—
while tending a newborn, 3-year-old John Jr., and 5-year-
old Mary Selena.  The court did not settle the estate for 
another 13 years.  How difficult must it have been to not 
know for certain that the house she lived in for so long 
would be her own? 
  The home she built was lovely.  It is a grand house 
situated on a high hilltop, complete with “widow’s walk” 
on top.  She commissioned frescoes to be added to first 
floor spaces, creating three-dimensional-appearing ceiling 
details (see illustrations at right).  She landscaped the yard 
with flowers and trees.  She had built a landmark that 
would stand for generations to come. 
   She died in 1926 without a will.  The house she lovingly 
built was sold in 1928 and today bears her husband’s name 
on the National Register.  She is buried under a simple 
marker at Sacred Heart Cemetery, next to her husband 
John.  John has an opulent marker that has lost some of its 
ornamentation over the last 150 years, but still shows its 
artistic flare and a small line of text in capital letters: 
       ERECTED BY HIS WIFE ADALINE MYERS.   

For Women’s History Month, a 
Tribute to Adaline Mottin Myers 
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   On December 1, the Florissant Valley Historical Society 
released a new book that examines the role of slavery at 
Taille de Noyer, in Florissant, and throughout the St. 
Ferdinand Township.  The book is available for $16.95 
through all of the historic preservation organizations, the 
Old Town Marketplace, and online through Amazon.  
Proceeds benefit historic preservation.  Events will be 
announced later in the spring (as the pandemic allows). 
Carol Daniel of KMOX radio wrote the foreword. 
   The book begins by looking at John Mullanphy.  “He 
made his fortune on southern cotton,” said Andrew 
Theising, editor of the book and contributor of the 
Mullanphy essay.  “That commodity was made possible by 
enslaved people.  The wealth represented at Taille de 
Noyer (Walnut Grove) was part of that too.”   
    It also looks at the various estates and plantations of the 
Florissant area.  It then looks at the settlements of African 
Americans in North County, such as Kinloch.  It contains 
data tables compiled by Cindy Winkler and Carol Kane, 
that carefully document African American census data, 
church records, and burials.  It also contains all the essays, 
notes, and features that had been produced in the 
Quarterly over the last year. 
  The final chapter of the book is a collection of 
meditations.  These are poems, quotes, vignettes by 
reviewers that are intended to give context to the 
experiences therein.  Fr. Joseph Brown, S.J., a contributor, 
described them as “a conversation” going back and forth.    
    “The work is not intended to be some kind of definitive 
end,” said Theising, “but rather a starting point—of further 
research, of further exploration, of larger conversations.”  
Please be part of this important conversation! 

   This is the second of three major bicentennials in a row to 
be celebrated at the Shrine complex.  The arrival of St. 
Philippine Duchesne and construction of her convent in 1819 
started the celebrations, the church building is second, and 
the arrival of the Jesuits in 1823 will finish the celebrations.   
  The official ecclesiastical name of the church is “Most 
Sacred Heart under the Invocation of St. Ferdinand and St. 
John Francis Regis.”  (One can easily see where the name for 
the 1866 German church carved from the parish came from.)  
Mother Duchesne had a hand in this naming.  
  St. Ferdinand was the patron saint of the town and the 
parish had borne that name from its beginning.  However, St. 
John Francis Regis was chosen by Mother Duchesne as her 
protector, and she promised that if she had the opportunity to 
work in the foreign missions that she would honor the French 
saint by her work.  Similarly, her order was named for the 
Sacred Heart and Mother Barat told her upon her dispatch to 
America that “if you…were to do no more than erect one 
altar to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, it would be enough for 
your happiness in eternity.” (Garraghan 165) The new church 
allowed her to fulfill both of her promises. 
   The old building was going to be torn down in 1958 when 
a new church was built a few miles to the northwest, but 
Cardinal Ritter was convinced to save the historic building.  
It was allowed to stand as an historic shrine and no religious 
services were allowed.  (That rule was relaxed in 1986 by 
Archbishop John L. May.)  
   It was the first home to the Florissant Valley Historical 
Society Museum.  It opened on October 20, 1958 and the 
ribbon was cut by Mrs. James W. Settle, then 80 years old.  
The museum featured 300 items of furniture, clothing, Indian 
artifacts, weapons, tools, and  household implements.  Once 
Taille de Noyer was threatened, FVHS moved there and the 
Friends of Old St. Ferdinand was launched in 1959 to run the 
Shrine and museum. 
   Most people know the Shrine from the annual Valley of 
Flowers Festival, which has held its annual carnival on the 
first full weekend in May for decades.   

200 Years of  History 

This recent profile image of the church building shows where 
the original brick structure meets the darker red tower 
extension that was added in the 1880s.          Theising image 

A New Book on Area Slavery 
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Progress Continues:   Southwest Porch Column Repair 
" Your Donations at Work " 

   These two photos show the extent of the damage (and the repairs) to 
some of the columns at Taille de Noyer.  These images are of the 
southwest porch.  The upper deck column bases were mostly destroyed by 
weather.  Once the magnificent columns across the front were repaired 
(thank you Florissant Rotary Club for helping with that!), we moved 
around the corner to the old sleeping porch. 
   The bases are complete.  The wall, ceiling, and millwork were scraped, 
and all of them now have a beautiful new protective coat of paint.  Floor 
boards of the porch have been repaired, sealed, and are being painted.  The 
weather has been cooperative, and that has allowed work to continue into 
November and December. 
  The side porch alone had over $1,500 worth of damage and repair.  
FVHS is very grateful to its many year-end donors that helped refill the 
coffers after this expensive (and worthwhile) project.   
  We also acknowledge the generosity of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution for providing us with vital 
matching funds for much of this summer’s work on the front façade. 
   Because of your generosity, Taille de Noyer now stands in its FOURTH 
century—1700s, 1800s, 1900s, and 2000s!  There are only two houses in 
St. Louis County that can say that.  Thank you for protecting this one! 
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