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     IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

Hemingway’s Link to 
Taille de Noyer  
A new book tells of  
Ernest Hemingway’s 
connections to St. Louis 
and even to Taille de 
Noyer!  Get a copy from 
FVHS—the event is 
coming up quickly, so 
read all about it now.             
                               Page 3 

Lewis and Clark’s Land 
Deal in Florissant 

A dozen years ago, a rare 
deed was auctioned at 
Sotheby’s.  It was signed 
by the seller (Lewis) and 
witnessed by his best 
friend (Clark), but it was 
the timing of it all that 
told a story! 
                              Page 4 

The historic Shrine’s 
200th birthday has 
arrived, but its 100th was 
also a very significant 
event.  See the story and 
the gigantic photo inside!       
                              Page 2 

A Look Back When 
St. Ferdinand’s was 
only 100 years old… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Imagine a young minister gazing over a farmer’s field envisioning a soaring church 
building for his growing congregation.  The 27-year-old Reverend Francis Norris 
was that man.  St. Mark’s United Methodist Church was organized in 1954 under the 
sponsorship of Ferguson UMC, and Rev. Norris was assigned there in the spring of 
1955 as its first formal leader. 
   Norris oversaw the purchase of the Raup Farm—7.5 acres across the street from 
the small red brick building the congregation had  built as its first home.  That 1955 
building still stands and is used by other congregations.  (The initial meetings of the 
St. Mark’s congregation were held in the American Legion Hall on St. Francois.)  
  The new building was designed by Robert L. Fisher, a prominent mid-century 
architect.  He designed the beautiful First Presbyterian Church at Kirkwood Road 
and Adams Street in 1958, the home of retail executive and art collector Morton D. 
May in Brentmoor Park, and the Washington University Dental College expansion in 
1961 during the era of the famous Baby Tooth Study. 
   Beautiful St. Mark’s was dedicated by Methodist Bishop Eugene M. Frank on May 
31, 1964.  It had cost $400,000 according to a Post-Dispatch article.  A mortgage-
burning was held in 1986!  In 2011, Historic Florissant Inc. presented Pastor John 
Gregory with the Lois Zimmerman Preservation Award for his congregation’s 
stewardship of the historic building.  
  The church community started out with 57 charter members, according to Carole 
BeLisle, who joined the church in 1966.  Before long, the church community 
swelled to over 1,000—a large number that could fill the building’s 500-person 
capacity multiple times on a Sunday.                                  

continued, page seven 

Beautiful St. Mark’s 
A Midcentur y Modern Master piece 
by Susan Eye, with Andrew Theising 
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The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times each 
year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc.   A complete 
set of bound issues is held by the St. Louis County Library, and electronic issues since 2017 are made available online 
after six months at www.florissantvalleyhs.com.  Historic Florissant has back issues for sale. Uncredited articles are by 
the editorial team.                        Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor;  Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor  
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Hemingway’s Connection to  
Taille de Noyer   NOW THAT THE SHRINE is celebrating its 200th 

anniversary, it’s worth looking back at how the parish 
celebrated the building’s 100th anniversary. 
  Father Joseph Milet, S.J., arrived as the new pastor of Old 
St. Ferdinand’s in 1919, and one of his first projects was to 
prepare for the building’s centennial.  According to the 
Garraghan history, the winter months of  1919-1920 were 
spent finishing up a major cleaning of the place, repairing 
broken elements, and repainting the whole place “a uniform 
slate gray.”  Garraghan noted in his 1923 book that the 
place “never looked smarter than now.” (249) 
  The budget for the centennial renovation was $2,550.  It 
was money that the parish did not have on hand, but was 
readily raised through a series of outdoor social events and 
door-to-door solicitation. 
  The date selected for the grand celebration was October 
20, 1921.  Never mind that the actual centennial of 
dedication was November 21.  A grand outdoor “field 
Mass” was planned with a long list of guests and speakers. 
 
 
 

When Old St. Ferdinand’s  

 Ernest Hemingway probably never set foot in Florissant, 
but that doesn’t mean he didn’t have connections there!    
William Julius Polk Jr. (pictured below, 1960) was a 
friend of Hemingway’s third wife, Martha Gellhorn. 
  Mr. Polk was interviewed for Carl Rollyson’s biography 
of Gellhorn in 1990.  He recalled how Gellhorn bristled 
at the rules of polite society and was ready to leave St. 
Louis for adventure in the world.  
  It was Gellhorn who found the Finca Vigia estate in 
Cuba that Hemingway eventually bought and lived in for 
nearly 20 years.  Mr. Polk visited them in Cuba. 
  A new book highlights Hemingway’s many St. Louis 
connections (including Mr. Polk’s), and a new 
documentary from Ken Burns will air on PBS stations 
April 5, 6, and 7.  KETC/NinePBS will feature the book 
in March and air the documentary in April.   See the 
opposite column on page 3 for details about how to 
get your own copy of the book and attend the author’s 
book talk to benefit Taille de Noyer. 
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1-5: Images courtesy of  
  Historic Florissant Inc.  
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Zoom with Hemingway! 
  Get an AUTOGRAPHED COPY of the new 
Hemingway’s Saint Louis book mailed to you and join in 
a special Zoom fundraiser with the Florissant Valley 
Historical Society.  For a $30 donation (of which $10 is 
tax deductible), you may join a Zoom presentation by 
Professor Andrew Theising, the book’s author.    
   Theising will discuss Hemingway’s connections to 
Florissant and St. Louis, and give a slideshow of 
Hemingway memorabilia from his personal collection. 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 at 4:00 PM  

for about 90 minutes 
 

To purchase your book and “ticket”: 
Go to:  www.florissantvalleyhs.com 
Select “donate” and make a $30 donation online 
This donation requires an email address—and FVHS will 
respond to that address with the login information as the 
event gets closer.  It will also prompt you to enter a 
mailing address, and this will be used for shipping.  
(Please note:  the book may not arrive by the program 
date.) 
  Questions or comments?  Please reach out to FVHS at 
f lorissantval leyhs@gmail .com for addi t ional 
information.  If the cost of the event is of concern, please 
email us for options. 
 
  Cocktails  are optional, but 
Hemingway probably would 
approve! 
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PHOTOS:  1.) A stitched copy of the 
panorama photo taken by Alvin Sievers, 
a S t . Lou i s pho tog raphe r who 
specialized in such images.  The original 
picture is nearly three feet long.  This 
one hangs at the Gittemeier House.  
2.)  The woman with the cane in this 
detail has been identified as Adeline 
Myers, builder of the John B. Myers 
House.      

3.)  This detail shows Archbishop John J. Glennon and the clergy posing before the altar on the front porch of 
the rectory.  4.)  The boy in this detail with arms folded is Edward Arkes (1910-1995).  Even in his 80s, he still 
was proud that he had a front row position for the historic photo.  5.) The man holding his hat with both hands in 
front of him is Joseph Peters Jr., and the young man next to him is his son Carl Peters.  He was a founder of 
the Citizens National Bank.  (Do you recognize others in this photo?  Please let us know!) 

Celebrated Its 100th 
 An altar was brought to the front porch of the presbytery 
(the rectory wing),   with  the porch columns being covered 
with flags, foliage, and flowers.  Archbishop (later 
Cardinal) John J. Glennon presided over the Mass, and the 
Right Reverend Monsignor John J. Tannrath was the 
celebrant. 
  The sermon was delivered by Very Reverend M. S. Ryan, 
C.M., who was the Rector at Kenrick Seminary.  He gave 
“a masterly historical survey of the life-story of the parish.”  
At least 60 clergy members were in attendance, including 
the two living former pastors of St. Ferdinand.  Spilling in 
all directions was “a great throng of parishioners and 
visiting laity,” who witnessed a “scene of ecclesiastical 
splendor was never before witnesses at St. Ferdinand’s in 
all the hundred years and more of its history.” (250) 
   Mayor Sidney Garrett declared the day a civic holiday.  A 
procession of 700 people met the Archbishop’s arrival and 
followed him to the church—including the Sisters and 
students of neighboring Sacred Heart Parish. !  For more, 
see St. Ferdinand de Florissant by Gilbert Garraghan 1923       
 
 
 

 (The presentation is in 
cooperation with the Initiative 
for Urban Research at SIUE.) 
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The Explorers at Portage des Sioux 

Lewis and Clark, and a  
Land Deal in Florissant 

  Lewis and Clark were very different personalities.  Lewis 
was “brave, prudent, and habituated to the woods,” wrote 
Thomas Jefferson to Benjamin Rush.  (source 1)  He was 
also described as brash, impulsive, and with feelings of 
superiority. (2)  Clark was methodical, ordered, and efficient.  
He was detail-oriented and produced superior maps. (3) 
Clark was stable where Lewis was impulsive.  They 
balanced each other. 
  The expedition was a great success, and Lewis (technically) 
was the leader.  Thomas Jefferson rewarded his friend and 
former secretary with double pay and large tracts of land. (5)  
He also appointed Lewis as Governor of the Upper 
Louisiana Territory in late 1806 as a reward for a job well 
done.  The impulsive Lewis was slow to respond to his new 
job.  He did not show up to claim his appointment until 
March 1808.  (4)  He did not get along well with other 
officials here.  Territorial Secretary Frederick Bates, whose 
Thornhill estate is now Faust Park in St. Louis County, 
found Lewis especially disagreeable on matters of politics 
and policy.  (The Bates Family also had land along Patterson 
Road in Florissant.  Brother Edward Bates owned the Brand 
House in Old Town, and Edward’s son Julian was the town 
physician and one-term mayor of Florissant during the Civil 
War.)  Lewis by this time was prone to fits of depression and 
perhaps alcoholism. (6)  He also may have had dementia 
brought on by other medical ailments.   
  Lewis connected with the Chouteau Family upon arriving 
in St. Louis.  He must have enjoyed engaging with (or 
perhaps even competing with) St. Louis’s wealthiest family, 
because Lewis went on a spending spree.  He bought land, 
including the Florissant tracts from Pierre Chouteau, and 
pushed himself deeply into debt.  His dear friend, Thomas 
Jefferson, left office in 1809 and the new president, James 
Madison, was much more orderly and stringent on rules.   
  Madison refused to reimburse the expenses that Jefferson 
had routinely approved.  The struggling Governor Lewis was 
then personally liable for those payments. The Secretary of 
War, William Eustis, suggested to Madison that Lewis was 
just trying to profit off the government.    Lewis was insulted 

  On August 3, 1808, Meriwether Lewis—Governor of the 
Upper Louisiana Territory—bought a tract of land near 
Florissant from Pierre (Peter) Chouteau.  One year later, on 
August 23, 1809, he sold it back.  William Clark signed as 
witness to the latter transaction, making it a very rare 
document for collectors.  Both the buying and the selling of 
this property happened at important moments in Lewis’s life, 
and both showed the oddities of his behavior. 
  The land’s exact location is difficult to determine from the 
deed itself, but judging from late 19th century plat maps it 
appears to be area what became the E. M Harris Ville-Maria 
subdivision in Hazelwood, between Garrett Elementary 
School and the Howdershell exit on I-270.  

  Across the Missouri River from St. Ferdinand Township is Portage des Sioux Township, and it has a fascinating 
history that parallels St. Ferdinand’s.  John Mullanphy owned an island in the Missouri river between the two 
townships, sometimes called Mullanphy Island and now attached to St. Ferdinand Township shore. Mullanphy 
Road still zigzags along the St. Charles side of  the river, starting across the river from Florissant’s Sunset Park and 
ending in the Black Walnut area.    
   Another familiar street name is Music Ferry Road, named for the same Musick’s Ferry on the St. Ferdinand side 
but spelled a little differently over the years.  The road starts right near the riverbank, obviously showing the 
landing point for the ferry.  (The original operator of  the ferry was Edward Hall, according to Peggy Kruse.  When 
Reuben and Lydia Musick purchased the land, the ferry was renamed but not the road leading to it.  Halls Ferry is 
the road that ends at the river on the St. Louis side.) 
   Lewis and Clark set up their winter camp at Hartford/Wood River, Illinois in December 1803.  Several farmers 
from Portage des Sioux supplied the camp with food and provisions.    When it came time to launch the expedition 
in May 1804, the explorers didn’t make it very far on their first day.  They traveled less than five miles, stopping on the 
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and decided that he had to clear his name.  “I have been 
informed of the Representations against me,” he wrote in a 
letter to Eustis, “—all I wish is a full and fair 
Investigation.” (5)  Lewis plunged into depression and began 
to prepare for a trip to Washington DC to defend himself. 
  However, Lewis seemed to arrange for a longer absence 
than just a face-saving trip to the capital.  He sold his land 
holdings in Florissant back to Pierre Chouteau.  He made 
arrangements for others to dispose of his property should he 
die. (4)  Within weeks, he left St. Louis for Washington.  He 
prepared a will on the way. He traveled to present-day 
Memphis and then to the Natchez Trace trail.   
  At Grinder’s Stand (an inn about 75 miles from Nashville) 
on October 11, gunshots were heard from Lewis’s cabin.  
The great explorer had taken his own life, with two pistols 
firing shots to the head and chest simultaneously. (He had 
made multiple attempts on his life in the previous weeks, so 
using two pistols may have been his way of ensuring 
success.)  “I fear the weight of his mind has overcome him,” 
wrote William Clark after learning of Lewis’s death.  (6)  
 Lewis had planned to publish his journals from the 
expedition while in Washington DC.  Clark gained 
possession of the journals after Lewis’s death.  He turned 
everything over to Nicholas Biddle, brother of John 
Mullanphy’s son-in-law Thomas Biddle, for publication.     
  There are many gaps in Lewis’s portion of the journals.  
Historian Gary Moulton notes that Lewis had gaps that were 
“numerous and extensive.” (7).  He wrote little about the trip 
to the base camp, and wrote nothing at all between St. Louis 
and Fort Mandan in North Dakota.  Whether the material 
was never created or just went missing is unknown.  Clark’s 
journals were meticulous and complete—and much of what 
we know from the expedition we owe to him. 
  After Lewis’s death, Madison agreed to pay the disputed 
bills.  There has long been question whether Lewis 
committed suicide or was murdered.  The family had its 
suspicions and, in the 1990s, petitioned the National Park 
Service to exhume the body.  The government denied the 
petition and the mystery remains.  As for that Florissant land 
 

deed, it sold most recently for $110,000 at auction in 2012 
and the owner currently is taking offers above $165,000!  
  This was not Clark’s only connection to Florissant.  He 
would witness the wedding of John Mullanphy’s daughter 
Ann to Maj. Thomas Biddle at Old St. Ferdinand in 1827.   
 
Sources and Notes: 
See the deed:  www.ha.com (search Lot 44144) 
(1)  The Two Captains, swansea.ac.uk , 1998 
(2)  Dayton Duncan, “Lewis as Leader,” www.pbs.org 1997 
(3)  “William Clark,” www.nps.gov/lecl, 2015 
(4) “Meriwether Lewis,” www.nps.gov/lecl, 2015 
(5) “…Journey Ends,” smithsonianmag.com,  Dec 2005 
(6) Abigail Tucker, smithsonianmag.com, October 2009 
(7) Gary Moulton, lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/  1985 
 

Township—The Land Between the Rivers 
Missouri River shore at the mouth of Coldwater Creek. They soon 
realized more help was needed. The explorers made it 9½ miles on their 
second day and stopped at Portage des Sioux Township. There, they hired 
several boatmen to help the expedition along, including Charles Heber 
(pronounced E-bare) and Joseph Collin. The boatmen from Portage des 
Sioux stayed with Lewis and Clark through Fort Mandan, North Dakota, 
when a crew was sent back to St. Louis with reports and samples.  
  The Land Between the Rivers Historical Society can be found on 
Facebook, which also has contact information for its board member 
Margo Vossenkemper.  She can introduce people to the LBR museum and 
the organization’s publication, The History of Portage des Sioux 
Township, Missouri by Donald Mincke, and edited by Burma Wilkins, 
Margo Vossenkemper, and Jean Steinhoff.   (see pg. 21 for this info.) 

Lewis, at left, and Clark, above; Library of Congress images 
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In Memoriam:   
James A. Weaver, 1933-2021 

Saving the 
Landmark 
Bockrath-

Wiese House 
  As many of  you may know, Historic Florissant, Inc. 
has been working to restore the Bockrath-Wiese House 
in St. Ferdinand Park. The house has fallen into grave 
disrepair and has water damage to the front of  the house 
causing one window, front door, floor and wall to 
deteriorate. In addition, the basement dirt floor needs a 
moisture barrier and the house needs a new roof. 
  Several generous volunteers have come forward to help 
with this project. Chris Ormsby and Copal 
Construction tarped the damaged roof.  B&B Heating 
and Cooling and Goldkamp Heating and Cooling 
combined forces to provide a new HVAC system at no 
charge.  Currently, Florissant Glass volunteers are 
working to re-glaze windows at no charge.  Historic 
Florissant volunteers removed mold, removed decayed 
walls and floors, replaced floor joists and plan to do 
much more. Joe Gilliam and Randy Jones, professional 
painters, have volunteered to paint the interior and 
exterior of  the house. Bob Donton and Steve Siebe will 
replace the front window with a replacement window 
from an 1860 farmhouse and make other repairs. 
Currently, we are looking for a bricklayer to repair the 
area around the damaged window. 
  Funding is needed desperately to replace wood flooring, 
to rebuild the damaged wall, to repair window sashes 
and window sills, to create a moisture barrier in the 
basement, to purchase primer and paint, and more.  
  The Bockrath-Wiese house is listed on the National 
Register for Historic Places. It was built by Henry 
Bockrath sometime before 1870. Henry was both a 
farmer and a grocer. He and his wife Elizabeth (Lott) 
had 12 children in this house. Henry also built a grocery 
store at St. Denis and Jefferson Street (Hendel’s 
Restaurant). George Wiese and his wife Margaret 
(Busken) bought the house in 1904. It remained in the 
Wiese family until 1976 when it was sold along with the 
farm acreage to the City of  Florissant to be used as a 
park. 
  It is our hope the public will be able to watch this house 
transform into a beautiful example of  an 1870 
farmhouse. As soon as the floors are secured it will be 
open for public viewing at given times.  Watch for 
updates in next editions of  the Quarterly.   
 
   Help save this landmark by sending your donation to        
           Historic Florissant Inc., 1067 Dunn Road,  
                        Florissant MO 63031. 

Thank You Winter Gala Donors 

  The FVHS Board extends sympathy to the family of 
longtime board member Jim Weaver, who passed away 
January 3, 2021.  Jim served as treasurer of the historical 
society for many years and was a good liaison with the 
school district. 
   Jim was born in Kentucky.  He and his wife were 
longtime residents of the area, where they moved to start 
careers in teaching.  Jim was both a teacher and principal in 
Ferguson-Florissant schools.  He retired after 30 years of 
service to the district.  Jim’s wife, Jean Ann, preceded him 
in death.  He had moved to Chesterfield in recent years to 
be closer to his family. 
 
 

  The Friends of Old St. Ferdinand send sincere thanks 
to the many donors, patrons, and volunteers that made its 
annual Winter Gala celebration successful.  The annual 
event raised over $16,000 to help maintain the Shrine, 
with the goal of installing new heating and electrical 
service in the Shrine’s sanctuary. 
  The event was chaired by  Anna Gettemeier Vogel  
and it was especially challenging for all this year due to 
the pandemic, having to move everything online.   
  If you missed the opportunity to bid on one-of-a-kind 
items but still want to make a donation, please visit 
https://www.oldstferdinandshrine.com/about-the-shrine/
donations/ and make a donation in honor of the 
building’s 200th birthday. 
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  While the architecture of St. Mark’s is a source of pride, it 
is the work of the congregation that makes the real 
contribution to the community and its history.  The historic 
complex houses a Mini-School for pre-schoolers, adult 
religious education programs, and the monthly Fashions for 
Food events. 
  Mrs. BeLisle remarked that plenty of brides driving by the 
stunning building have stopped to inquire about having 
weddings there.  She remembered the popular kids’ dances, 
with teenagers lined up waiting to get in; the coffee shop 
ministry held across from Fischer’s of Florissant; and the 
clothing sales. 
   Clothing would fill six or seven banquet tables across the 
fellowship hall.  Items would sell for 50 cents, and within 
three hours the tables would be empty and the church would 
donate $800 to area food pantries. 
   Amber Hirsch serves as the Director of Worship Arts for 
St. Mark’s and her father once served as pastor there prior to 
John Gregory’s appointment in 2007.      
 Florissant has several noteworthy churches in the 
midcentury modern style (a feature for future issues of the 
Quarterly) but as architect Robert Powers noted on his 
Built St. Louis website, St. Mark’s is “king of them all.”  He 
admired the “extraordinarily steep roof” and its “dramatic 
profile, accented by an ornate steeple.”  Retired County 
Historian Esley Hamilton included St. Mark’s on his 2007 
Honor Roll of midcentury buildings worth preserving. 
  The building’s elegance after two generations remains 
stunning.  The congregation is to be commended for its 
stewardship of this fine landmark and preservation of its 
midcentury history. 
 

Valentine’s Day Thank You Beautiful St. Mark’s  

  Thank you to those who participated in Historic 
Florissant’s Valentine fundraiser. Over $1,300 was raised 
and will be used in preserving Florissant’s rich history. 
The event was organized by Kris Sonthiem, Sharon 
Gittemeier, and Peggy Gettemeier.  For a $35  donation, 
participants received a bottle of wine and a beautifully 
decorated box of delicious homemade turtles made by 
Sharon Margehio.  

Left:  Along with each purchase 
was a chance to win a $50 gift 
card to Hendel’s Restaurant.  
Sharon Gettemeier drew the 
luck winner’s name:  Alan 
Mueller!   Below:  Lovely bags 
of wine and chocolates await 
curbside pickup.   HFI Photos 

(continued from previous page) Damage at the 
Bockrath-Wiese House: (clockwise from top) holes in 
the floorboards, failing brick around the window, and 
significant  roof damage.  Can you help?  HFI Photos 

Saving the Landmark Bockrath-Wiese 
House; It Needs Our Help! 

!	

A b o v e : T h e g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
announcement, 10 Mar 1963; Right:  
Announcing the appointment of Pastor 
Norris, 16 Apr 1955.   Newspapers.com 

continued from page one 

S
us

an
 E

ye
 p

ho
to

s 



FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 298 
FLORISSANT, MO  63032 

Non-Profit	Org	
US	Postage		

PAID	
St	Louis	MO	
Permit	2828	

EVENTS  AND OPERATING HOURS 

APRIL 11: Zoom with Hemingway, 4:00 p.m.  It starts 
by making a $30 online donation to Taille de Noyer     
www.florissantvalleyhs.com/make-a-donation 
 
MAY 16:  Historic Florissant Inc. Annual Benefit 
Dinner.  Dinner starts at 5:00 p.m. at Catering to You, 
12775 New Halls Ferry Road.  $50 donation.  For 
details, call Gina Siebe 314-565-1468. 
   
JUNE 12:  House and Garden Tour, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Historic St. Louis Event; the Gittemeier House is  
participating 
 
 

 

  Taille de Noyer did not see a single visitor in 2020, a first 
in the house’s history.  The house is regularly closed 
during the winter months, but last year’s pandemic closure 
kept the doors closed all year.  The St. Louis County 
Public Health Order that closed the museum last year has 
been amended to allow the possibility of reopening with 
tight restrictions. 
  As of this printing, the museum remains closed.  When 
the FVHS Board determines that reopening can be done 
safely and in compliance with the public health order, it 
will be announced on Facebook and our website. 
   Thank you for your patience as the situation unfolds.   

Taille Remains Closed…for now 

Shrine Operations Open Slowly 
 The Shrine’s gift shop has reopened for visitors.  It is a 
great way to support Old St. Ferdinand’s.  Books, 
souvenirs, religious gifts, and even some framed historic 
slate tiles from the old building’s tower are available.   
Tours are still by appointment only.  Please call the 
Shrine at 314-837-2110 for information.  

Gittemeier House Staffed on Tuesdays 
  Historic Florissant Inc. is staffing the Gittemeier House 
on Tuesdays for visitors, other days are by appointment 
only.  Call Gina Siebe for information:  314-565-1468.   

Follow us all on Facebook for 
news and events! 


