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    THERE ARE VERY FEW HOUSES in St. Louis County that can trace their roots to the Spanish colonial years, and Florissant 
is home to (at least) four of them:  the Aubuchon/Herbst House on Jefferson (c. 1780/90), the Auguste Aubuchon house on 
Rue St. Louis (c. 1800), Casa Alvarez on Rue St. Denis (c. 1790), and Taille de Noyer (c. 1790).  Taille de Noyer, which 
became the largest of them all, is the only one that is open to the public. 
   In the site plan shown above, an arrow has been added to indicate the original position of Taille de Noyer on the land.  The 
oval next to it shows the adjacent walkway, garage, and accessory structures that were not able to be saved.  The two circles 
show other buildings that were not saved and were servant quarters.  The one directly behind the house was where the Doss 
family lived in the 1940/50s.  
   The log construction from local trees has been revealed so that visitors can appreciate the massive size of the trees and the 
fine workmanship of colonial settlers.  Visitors can go into the basement to see supporting timbers from the 1840s that still 
have bark on them.  Those timbers would have been harvested, hauled, and/or fashioned by enslaved persons. 
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TAILLE DE NOYER:   
An Architectural  Treasure 
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Documenting Taille de Noyer 
Before the Big Move 

  FRANK R. LESLIE, AIA, was contracted by the Landmarks 
Association of St. Louis to document Taille de Noyer.  With its 
future unknown at the time and a risky move pending, Leslie 
documented the building in its original place right down to the 
width of the clapboard siding.  Should the building have collapsed 
during the move or if preservation funding had not been secured, it 
would be documented in great detail. 
  Thankfully, preservationists were able to work with the school 
district to relocate the building and save it for future generations.  
The record created by Leslie is an invaluable account of the house 
before it was moved and provided a strong reference document for 
the house’s restoration.  
  Years earlier, when the National Park Service was seeking designs 
for the St. Louis riverfront memorial, Leslie submitted his own plan 
(see illustration below).  His design was very different from today’s 
Gateway Arch, as most of the submissions were,  and  his  included 
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 SARAH DUNN cherishes her memories of 
visiting Taille de Noyer and her grandparents, Sarah 
(Chambers) and Wm. Julius Polk back in the 1940s 
and 50s.  In a recent conversation she recalled, “What 
made my childhood so special was the summers we 
would spend out there.  It seemed like an entire 
summer.  We would all go out and stay with our 
grandparents.”   
  A special treat for her was seeing the horses.  “I 
loved the horses and there were two of 
them.  There’d be four or five of us and we would get 
to ride bareback on Pegasus.”  She also loved the 
leisure time.  “There was a wonderful hammock 
between two trees.  We would all rest in the afternoon 
and there was time for doing lots of reading.”  The 
cousins would nap on the sleeping porches.  There 
were two—one for the boys and one for the girls. 
  “Granny would read to us on the front porch [the 
upper porch, which was screened-in years ago].  We 
would dance on the front lawn, and Granny would 
make us costumes.”  Hocus Pocus was a particular 
game enjoyed by the kids, that could only be played 
when the fireflies appeared in the evening.  It started 
with picking some of the  flowers from Mrs. Polk’s 
garden and putting them in the circle.  The children 
would close their eyes and dance around the 
circle.  This would summon the fairies.  After a 
while, the children would open their eyes and candy 
would be in the circle.  It was a gift from the fairies 
that magically appeared while their eyes were closed. 
 Mrs. Dunn remembered how her brother and 
cousin would go to the edge of the property by the 
old spring and build a fort there.  The boys portrayed 
roles of five- and six-star generals, while Mrs. Dunn 
played the messenger boy!   
 Taille de Noyer’s lower porch, graced by tall 
c o l u m n s , w a s a s p e c i a l p l a c e d u r i n g 
summertime.  Here, Mrs. Dunn and her cousins 
would put on productions.  She especially 
remembered their production of Little Red Riding 
Hood.  Her grandmother helped make the costumes 
and an aunt helped paint the scenery.   
  When the house was in its original position, the side 
yard had a one-room play house with a small picket 
fence.  “A group of us decided to spend the night in 
the play house one evening,” Mrs. Dunn recalled, 
“but there had been a news story that a boa 
constrictor had escaped from a Florida zoo.” As the 
evening went on, everybody one by one returned to 
the shelter of Taille de Noyer as they all started to 
worry that the boa constrictor would reach them in 
Florissant! 

Summertime at Taille de Noyer 

a viewing platform with a 
restaurant that jutted over the 
water’s edge.  Though his 
design was not chosen, his 
drawings of Taille de Noyer 
are kept in the Library of 
Congress and are available to 
the public online. 
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…and the children of Walnut Grove School will never 
forget seeing a house on wheels move by their classroom! 



1.  Hyacinthe DesHetres, the 
builder, c. 1790 (who could not 
write, and so made only his X 
mark as shown here) 

2.  The land and house were sold to Elie Harington 
on December 10, 1801. 

3.  Taille was purchased 
by George Gordon on 
August 20, 1804.  After 
selling Taille, he moved to 
Creve Coeur where he was 
murdered in 1809 by his 
son-in-law, John Long Jr.  
Long became the first man 
executed in St. Louis.     > 

4.  John Mullanphy 
purchased Taille de 
Noyer on December 
23, 1805 for $600 in 
peltry. 

5. Taille was a wed-
ding gift to Jane M. 
Chambers, on Sep-
tember 1, 1817; she 
built today’s house. 

6.  Jane Mullanphy Chambers cedes the 
house to her widowed daughter-in-law 
Sarah Eliza (Walsh) Chambers, 
announced April 10, 1881.  Jane, then 
age 82,  lived with her son Bartholomew 
at his “Dunmore” estate in Ferguson.  

1790 or 1797 or 1800?  When Was Taille Really Built? 
  Well, it depends on the accuracy and understanding of Spanish colonial documents.  One source states that Hyacinthe 
DesHetres received a grant of land in 1790 and built a cabin on it that same year.  Another source, from 1797, declared 
that he possessed 400 arpents of land (perhaps referring back to the 1790 grant).  He sold the 1797 land in 1801, and that 
document (reproduced below)  clearly states it includes “la talle de noyers.” 
  The house will forever have “circa” in its origin story.  Many use “circa 1790” to describe the earliest possible 
presence, while on the National Register of Historic Places application the date “circa 1800” is used.   Perhaps “circa 
1795” should be the compromise!                       For	more	info,	see	DiCerbo,	Loraine,	“Where	in	the	World	is	Hyacinte	Deshtres?”	n.d. 

The Ownership Trail of  Taille de Noyer 

8.  Sarah Chambers 
Polk inherited Taille 
from her mother in 1943, 
and her family lived 
there until it was sold to 
the school district, before 
being transferred to 
FVHS in 1960-61.   

7.  Sarah Chambers died in 
1920, and Taille passed to 
Sarah’s daughter-in-law, 
Delphine Powell Chambers 
(widow of Joseph Lamotte 
Chambers 1852- 1899).  

Courtesy	Robert	Pickett	 National		Archives	and	Records	Admin.	

FVHS	image	 FVHS	image	
Newspapers.com,	above	and	right	

Loraine	DiCerbo		
	

Loraine	DiCerbo		
	



FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 298 
FLORISSANT, MO  63032 

Taille de Noyer:   
One House with Two Stories 

   The story of the Mullanphy and Chambers families has been 
well-documented.  In the year 2020, FVHS began an earnest 
effort to document the African American story associated 
with Taille de Noyer.  To this end, the Society published a book 
called In the Walnut Grove that examined slavery at Taille and 
in St. Ferdinand Township.   
 In 2021, the Society installed a permanent African American 
history exhibit in the Log Room, and with it honors the 
memory of Lewis Doss Sr.  Mr. Doss “grew up” at Taille de 
Noyer, in the sense that his mother was the servant for the last 
of the Chambers family to occupy the house.  She and her sons 
lived in the servant quarters behind Taille (see the circled 
building on front page). 
  Research has uncovered that about seventeen African 
Americans were enslaved at Taille de Noyer.  There is very 
little recorded of their presence, but a marriage record has been 
identified. 
  On December 27, 1833, at St. Ferdinand’s Church, Father 
Judocus Van Assche, S.J., united Daniel and Luci (no last 
names), both identified as “servants of Mr. Chambers.”  The 
marriage was witnessed by a man whose name appears to be 
Washington, who was “a servant of Mr. Graham.”  Mr. 
Chambers and Mr. Graham lived on neighboring estates, and 
both married Mullanphy daughters. 

   What would Florissant be like if Old Town had no historic 
homes?  Would it have the charm and feel of history if laws 
did not protect structural integrity?  What would have become 
of Old St. Ferdinand Shrine?  The Archambault House?  The 
Myers House?  The Gittemeier House?  Taille de Noyer?   All 
of those buildings would have been bulldozed for roads, 
shopping centers, ranch houses, or other structures had it not 
been for some key activists in the 1950s—people who saw 
value in preserving the past (even when their contemporaries 
did not). 
 

  The first historic preservation organization created was the 
Florissant Valley Historical Society in 1958, and in 1959 the 
Quarterly began telling the stories of our rich past and the 
people who preserved it.  The founders of the Quarterly 
were:President:  Rosemary Davison; 1st VP:  Esther 
Millman; 2nd VP:  Ed Benton; Secretary:  Mary Kay 
Gladbach; Treasurer:  Marjorie Albers; Historian:  
Marianne Bray; Director:  Mrs. Donald Russell; Director: 
Charles Harke; Director: Herb Wilmes (1958 President).   

Honoring Those Who Saved: 
Thank You to Preservationists 

A gift to historic preservation �
is honoring one legacy with your own. �

Thank you for your generosity.

Did Senator Daniel Webster Really Visit Taille de Noyer? 
   CHAMBERS FAMILY lore says that Daniel Webster was once 
entertained at Taille de Noyer.  While we cannot prove it with 
certainty, there is a lot of circumstantial evidence that it 
probably happened. 
   Daniel Webster gave his first and only speech west of the 
Mississippi River during a visit to the St. Louis area on June 12, 
13, and 14, 1837.  He had been an unsuccessful candidate for 
president against Andrew Jackson in 1836 and was rallying 
support for the Whigs in 1840.  He traveled with his daughter. 
  Florissant was represented very well among the welcoming 
committee and event hosts.  Richard Graham and James 
Clemens Jr., both of whom married Mullanphy daughters, were 
part of it.  St. Louis Mayor John Darby, who had friends in 
Florissant and signed the petition for incorporation in 1857, was 
the chairman.  
    Father Charles Van Quickenborne, S.J., who had been  the 
pastor  of   St. Ferdinand’s  Church  from  1823-1827,   worked  

with Thomas Biddle, another Mullanphy son-in-law, to amass 
an impressive crowd  to  welcome  Senator Webster to St. Louis 
University.  Father Peter Verhagen, S.J., who also was 
assigned to  St. Ferdinand’s  for a time,  was an admirer of 
Webster and coordinated SLU’s reception for him.  Father 
DeSmet was present too. Any of these people could have 
extended an invitation to Florissant to meet the Mullanphy 
descendants.  Obviously, the family favored the Whig Party and 
Webster was on a political mission—so calling on a potential 
prominent sponsor would have been consistent with his goals. 
   Furthermore, all of Webster’s time is not accounted for in 
news reports.  There are gaps.  Assuming Taille de Noyer to be 
a 2-hour carriage ride from downtown, Webster could have 
readily made his visit early enough in the morning to return in 
time for noon-hour obligations.  The reality (for now) is buried 
in history.  Let’s allow the lore to be true and celebrate Taille in 
yet another way! 
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<	 According	 to	 Harris	 family	 lore,	 William	 Harris	 was	 a	
“footman”	at	Taille	de	Noyer	for	a	time.	 	He	immigrated	to	STL	
from	England	about	1884,	married	here	in	1887,	and	placed	this	
newspaper	ad	in	the	old	Globe-Democrat	in	1896.		This	ad	may	
have	been	just	before	or	just	after	working	at	Taille.	 	By	1900,	
he	was	in	the	dairy	business.																																
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