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Check out the new
arrivals at the
Gittemeier House!
Some generous donors gave
some wonderful “new”
items to Historic Florissant!
Check out the new displays
of some very interesting
historical items.
Page 2

Kudos to Florissant’s
Dr. Rance Thomas
Community leader Rance
Thomas recently was
honored with the Zykan
Family Legacy Award from
the North County Chamber.
Page 4

Doors, windows, and
stained glass—lots of
work at Old St. Ferd’s
The Friends of Old St.
Ferdinand are grateful to
supporters for another great
auction. Read the update,
as well as the achievements
and goals, from the Shrine.
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Schilligo image

Henke’s Tavern: An Unfinished History
by Dennis Schilligo, with Historic Florissant Inc.

If you’ve lived in Florissant for any length of time, you are likely familiar with the
intersection of North Lafayette and Rue St. Antoine. It has a small cluster of
commercial buildings, each with some history of its own. On the southeast corner is
an old post office building from 1958 (now Goldkamp Heating and Cooling). On the
southwest corner there is a small building with large windows that also dates to 1958
and was once a frozen custard and dairy stand. On the northeast corner is Behle
Material, in an old 1900 building that was originally a saloon, and on the northwest
corner is Henke’s Tavern, a local gathering place with an interesting history.
The building was constructed in 1926, in the middle of the Prohibition Era. Oral
history tells us the construction was funded, either in whole or part, by AnheuserBusch. That begs the question, “Why would a brewery fund the construction of a
‘tavern’ during prohibition?” There are several possible explanations.
During prohibition, A-B (like many other breweries) got creative and shifted their
operation to make other products. A-B might have been the most creative and
forward-looking of any of the large breweries. A-B produced over 20 “nonalcoholic” products, including, soft drinks, ice cream, corn syrup, frozen egg
continued page 7
products and even a variety of truck bodies.

Model City: Robert Hunt Donates
Model of Rue St. Francois in 1950

Recent Acquisitions and New

When Robert Hunt decided to dismantle his large
handcrafted train set, he didn’t want to destroy the portion
depicting St. Francois Street in the 1950s. He carefully
removed this portion from the set and donated it to
Historic Florissant. Wiehaupt’s General Store (now
Dooley’s Florist), Florissant Bank, Union Church, the old
City Hall, Korte’s Hardware, and more are included in the
model. The tiniest details include telephone poles and
telephone wires, dogs, and dresses in the store windows.
Historic Florissant will have the street scene on display in
the research center at the Gittemeier House and will place
in on display at different events.

HFI Annual Dinner a Big Success!

Robert Hunt, above,
and views of his model
that is now on display
at the Gittemeier
House.
HFI photos

Publishing Statement
The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and
educational articles about local history, and is published
four times each year by the nonprofits Florissant Valley
Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and
Historic Florissant, Inc. A complete set of bound issues is
held by the St. Louis County Library, and electronic issues
since 2017 are made available online after six months at
www.florissantvalleyhs.com. Historic Florissant Inc. offers
past issues in print for sale. Uncredited articles are by the
editorial team.
Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor
Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor
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Historic Florissant would like to thank those who attended
the ANNUAL BENEFIT DINNER on Sunday, March 20. We
appreciate those who sent in donations in lieu of attending,
those who bought raffle tickets and those who made
donations. Historic Florissant cleared $13,553; far beyond
expectations.
Every donation regardless of the
denomination is always appreciated. Special thanks to those
who donated $1000 or more: Anonymous, Christine
BredenKoetter, Andrew Podleski, Adam Akbulut, and
Don Zykan.
We are truly thankful for your continued
support!

Photos from a great evening. (L to R) Lovely table settings
at Catering To You; the Florissant City Diner’s Owner &
Staff; Councilman Patrick Mulcahy and Katie Weber.
HFI Images

Displays at the Gittemeier House

McCluer Teachers and Staff Tour
Taille de Noyer
The Historical Society welcomed about 30 faculty and
staff members from McCluer High School for a special
tour of the museum. It was an opportunity for many of
them to come inside for the very first time.
The freshman wing of the high school is the old Walnut
Grove school space that faces Taille de Noyer and shares
the parking lot. Their students frequently were asking
questions about the house and local history, and the
freshman faculty wanted to get some answers for them.
Each tour participant received a free classroom copy of
the recent FVHS book In the Walnut Grove and many
teachers are already planning to incorporate the book into
their curriculum. Hopefully this fall, the freshman class
will be able to take a walk through this wonderful historic
gem in their own front yard!

HFI Images

Florissant’s Historic Log Cabin Open
to Visitors on May 7th

The Gittemeier House and Museum recently welcomed new
acquisitions from Florissant families and have created local
history displays. A few are pictured here.
Come see for yourself on Tuesdays 10:00 to 3:00 or call to
make an appointment. You will not be disappointed.

The Log Cabin at 1065 Washington Street will be open
for tours on Saturday, May 7 from 10:00 to 4:00. The
Cougot Log Cabin is a fine example of the first homes of
Florissant. It has an interesting history. Come learn all
about it on May 7th!

What’s in a Name?

Before

June 28, 1939 Post-Dispatch, Newspapers.com
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After
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Henke’s

continued from page 1

With great foresight, A-B helped local business people
start up “cafes” and ‘soda fountains” to sell A-B soft
drinks and ice cream.
It is interesting how the same soda fountain, bar,
refrigeration equipment and other “cafe” resources could
easily, or cleverly, be switched over for use as a tavern if
prohibition were to end. Although making “non-alcoholic”
products during prohibition, A-B likely kept their brewery
equipment in good working order so that, if or when
Prohibition ended, they could quickly resume beer
production.
Recent inspections of the Henke’s Tavern building and
research into its history have revealed many facts but also
raised questions. The history of the tavern building is tied
to members of the Schroeder and Henke families, who
operated the tavern.
When the building was constructed in 1926, the selfemployed owner-operator was Nick Schroeder. Nick was
born in 1889 and married a daughter from the DeHader
(DesHetre) family, one of the early families of Florissant.
The 1920 census showed that before Prohibition, Nick
was the proprietor of a saloon at Sullivan and Ebert in
the City of St. Louis.
Ten years later, and three
years

before Prohibition ended, the 1930 Census showed that Nick
owned a building and house at 905 North Lafayette in
Florissant.
At that time the tavern was called “Schroeder’s Cafe” and
the house next door at 905 Lafayette was home to the
Schroeder family. Nick and his wife had three children and it
was obviously convenient having his place of work less than
100 feet from the front door.
The house was built by the Wohldman Brothers who also
built the next two houses north of it on Lafayette. There are
similar construction techniques in these 1920’s bungalows. It
seems likely the Wohldman Brothers also built the tavern. A
photo of the tavern from the 1970’s shows some roof brackets
that were later removed and were very similar to brackets still
on the house at 905 Lafayette.
The tavern was constructed in 1926. Some time afterward
the back half of the building was added which includes the
bathrooms, basement stairs and kitchen. It is unclear the exact
date the back half of the building was added. When the roof
was replaced recently, the dividing line between the original
and addition roof boards was just to the right of the St..
Antoine St. side door at the middle of the building.
The floor joists in the basement reveal the original stairs to
the basement were inside the tavern. Those stairs ran along
the wall in the space between the two side windows toward
the back of the building on the St. Antoine side.
A 1979 article stated that the building remained pretty much

Dr. Rance Thomas Receives Zykan Family Legacy Award
Dr. Rance Thomas, professor emeritus at Lewis and Clark Community College and
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, was honored with the Zykan Family
Legacy Award. The Zykan Family Legacy Award acknowledges the decades of
devotion Dr. Thomas has had in North County. It was presented at the Greater North
County Chamber of Commerce’s annual Nite of Stars Auction.
Among his many, many accomplishments is his service as the President of the
Florissant Rotary Club and President of the North County Churches Uniting for
Racial Harmony and Justice, which he co-founded.
He also received proclamations and resolutions of honor from the Missouri House of
Representatives, St. Louis County Government, the City of Ferguson, the City of
Florissant, the City of Hazelwood, and the City of Jennings.
Congratulations are extended to Dr. Thomas for this
well-deserved recognition
of his tireless efforts!
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Henke’s Tavern became well known as a simple place to
have a beer and enjoy a hot lunch. Even as the
neighborhood and area went through many changes during
suburbaniztion, Henke’s Tavern continued on with little
change. It maintained its reputation as a neighborhood
gathering spot for generations of friends and neighbors.
Henry and his son “Big” Joe operated the tavern together
until very near the time when Henry passed away in 1974.
During that time, in 1958, Uncle Ed joined the operation
and continued on until 1980. Joe Sr.’s son “Lil” Joe Jr.
joined the operation of the tavern in 1980. Eventually Joe
Jr. became the sole proprietor and operated the tavern until
recently, spending 41 years serving friends and neighbors
A new chapter for Henke’s Tavern has opened as a new
local group of owners have purchased the business with a
goal of preserving this local landmark. The Henke’s
Tavern name remains along with the familiar faces of
long-time staff members. Improvements and a renovation
plan have begun which will help ensure that Henke’s
Tavern will continue to be a friendly and comfortable
community gathering place for generations of loyal
customers. As its existence approaches 100 years, the
future of this old tavern seems secure and promising. !"

the same as when it changed hands in 1955, other than the
removal of one interior wall to allow the bar to be
lengthened in 1957. Recent remodeling revealed a place on
the original plaster ceiling near the end of the bar where it
appears that wall had been removed.
The 1940 Census showed Nick Schroeder’s address as 905
N. Lafayette and his occupation as a self-employed
bartender. Records show that Mrs. Schroeder passed away in
1951 and Nick followed her four years later in 1955. During
that period, Nick had moved a couple blocks away to 895
Rue St. Jacques.
A second chapter began for the tavern when Henry Henke
and his son Joe, who recently returned from military service,
purchased the tavern in 1955 and the Henke’s name replaced
Schroeder on the establishment. Documentation was unclear
whether the business was sold by Nick Schroeder in his last
year or sold by Nick’s heirs.
The name Henke has a notable history in Florissant with
many present day descendants still in the area. Records show
that Bernard J. Henke was born in Germany on Feb. 8, 1838
and at 21 years of age immigrated to the Florissant area
joining two of his uncles in farming. After 5 years, Bernard
purchased his own farm which he eventually grew to over
100 acres. After Bernard’s first wife passed away in 1874, he
remarried Mrs. Annie Marie Shafer. This marriage produced
four children; Henry, Kate, William and August.
Photos, clockwise from opposite page lower left:
1. Nick Schroeder and his family in 1928, (L to R)
Vernie, Nick, Rich, Ginny sitting on the bar, along
with the family’s two dogs.
2. An artist’s illustration of how Schroeder’s Café would
have appeared at the time of construction in 1926.
3. The Henke Family in more recent decades. Standing
are Mr. and Mrs. Joe Henke Sr., and seated is Joe
Henke Jr. The inset is Henry “Pappy” Henke.
Images courtesy of Dennis Shilligo

Video Tours Coming Soon to the FVHS Website
There’s a lot happening behind the scenes at www.florissantvalleyhs.com! Though
it’s not visible to the public yet, Taylor Gibbs is hard at work on the project. Ms.
Gibbs is a graduate student in Library and Information Science at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis and has spent the Spring 22 semester working at Taille de Noyer.
February 26th was a day of “lights—camera—action” as the video recording began.
Three distinct video tours are being developed that focus on the various collections
at Taille. One tour will focus on Arts and craftsmanship, another will focus on

Black History, and the third will tell the story of the Chambers Family and their
role in Florissant history. This A, B, C tour menu will allow FVHS to better serve
its growing audiences. More to come this summer!
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FVHS Board Member Vicky
Egan displaying one of the
vintage dresses at Taille for
Taylor Gibbs, who is making
a video tour for the website.
FVHS Image

50 Years Ago: A Florissant Man
Attempted to End a Hijacking
It was June 23, 1972, about 9:30 p.m.
David J. Hanley (left), who lived in the
1000 block of Sherman Lane, was at the
Airport Marriott lounge watching the
news and growing angry at what he saw.
Hanley’s business office was on North
Lindbergh in Maryland Heights, and the
Marriott would have been on his way
home.
A plane headed to Tulsa was
hijacked and landed at Lambert Field.
By 11:00 p.m., the hijacker had
demanded a large cash ransom, a
parachute, a shovel, and other material.
Newspapers.com
image
There were 94 passengers and crew on
board as his hostages. It was clear to observers that this
was a copycat case of D. B. Cooper’s famous hijacking that
happened the previous November.
Hanley grew angrier and angrier. He told the patron next
to him at the bar, “Turn on the radio in a few minutes and
you’ll hear something that will rock the world.” He hopped
into his brand new Cadillac convertible (which had been a
Mother’s Day gift to his wife) and headed to Lambert.
The hijacker released all the hostages except one
passenger and two crew members.
He collected his
ransom. He demanded the plane be flown to New York.
The plane was starting to move into takeoff position when
there was commotion on the runway.
Hanley had driven his Cadillac through the chain-link
security fencing, hit the gas pedal, and headed straight for
the plane. Observers estimated that he was doing 90 MPH
when he struck the nose gear of the plane then deflected
toward the rear landing gear. It was a horrific crash and
Hanley was gravely injured, though he survived. He was
pulled from the wreckage and dragged to the grassy area
next to the runway.
In a sense, Hanley gave authorities another opening to
act. The hijacker now had to change planes, so the FBI put
sharpshooters into place.
The hijacker crouched low
among the flight crew as they crossed the tarmac to a new
plane. The new plane took off as instructed and the
hijacker bailed out over Kokomo, Indiana, with his money
and equipment. (He gave a generous cash tip to his
hostages.) However, the hijacker immediately lost grip of
everything: the money and gun were recovered in a farm
fields below.
The hijacker survived, was eventually
identified as Martin McNally, and arrested in Detroit.
As for David Hanley, he survived and said he had no
memory of the crash. He was indicted on multiple counts.
In 1976, he ran for president as David “Crash” Hanley. His
campaign included a plan to replace Congress with
technology. See: https://seoklaw.com/legal-news
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The 1942 Coldwater Creek Flood
(excerpted from “Disasters, Natural and Man Made,”
by Rosemary Davison)
Beginning on July 7, 1942, it rained for 12 hours straight,
sending creeks and rivers over their banks. The rain began
on Wednesday evening, and on Thursday morning tragedy
struck. About 8:30 a.m., two Boy Scouts from Pine Lawn,
Charles Brunelle and Robert Paul Schmidt, attempted to
cross a flooded bridge on bicycles just east of Lindbergh and
were swept away by the raging waters. Sheriff Arnold
Willmann and Deputies Harry Newbold, Walter Sharp, Tom
Tanton, and Fred Rethmier led the search party, which found
the bodies about 150 feet from the bridge.
Three plants producing war materials had to shut down due
to the flooding. St. Ferdinand’s Church was under a foot of
water. Uncounted families were displaced from their homes,
and the damage was in the millions of dollars.
In August 1915, floodwaters submerged the communion
rail inside Old St. Ferdinand’s. The story was told that the
pews floated freely in the water and returned to their original
positions when the water receded. As a result of the water
damage to the 1819 convent, the Sisters stopped using it as a
residence. !"

This image of St.
Rose Philippine
Duchesne was the
frontispiece of a
small biographical
sketch produced in
1914. Her cause for
canonization was
introduced in 1895,
she was declared
Venerable in 1909,
was beatified 82
years ago next
month, on May 12,
1940. It was then
that she was given the title “Blessed.” She was
canonized a Saint in 1988. From Venerable Philippine
Duchesne, America Press, 1914.

Fundraising Update from the Shrine
by Anna Vogel

In March 2022, Old St. Ferdinand completed its second
annual online auction. Thank you to all who participated,
donated, and sponsored. With funds raised from the
auction, the Friends of Old St. Ferdinand can continue its
mission to preserve and honor the Shrine’s history. A major
goal are the stained glass windows in the Church. This
project will focus on two areas: repair and protection.
Repair: The windows need to be repaired and made
structurally secure, along with fresh caulk and paint on both
the interior and exterior sides. This also includes fixing any
broken pieces in the windows. This work has been delayed
by other maintenance issues and can no longer be delayed.
Protection: The windows break due to errant rocks from
mowing, inclement weather, and other causes. Plastic
protection has been installed on some of the windows, but
they are now cloudy with age. It is the Shrine’s goal to
replace the cloudy plastic with new protection so the beauty
of these windows can be seen inside and out. Also, windows
that never had protection need plastic covers designed and
installed. This is a large under-taking and will be broken
out into smaller projects. As funds become available,
windows will be repaired. Watch for future updates on the
progress.
With the funds raised through Tablescapes 2021, the Shrine
is happy to report that all the exterior doors in the Shrine
have been restored. These doors were weather-worn and in a
state of decay. The doors are now updated and renovated to
be weather-tight and secured with deadbolt locks. Why was
this a priority for 2021? This project moved high on the list
once the heat and AC were added to the buildings. In order
to keep utility bills manageable, updating the drafty doors
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was essential.

In Memoriam:
Rose Mary A. Vierdag, 1932-2022

The entire historic preservation community extends its
heartfelt condolences to the family of Rose Mary Vierdag,
a longtime supporter of historic preservation activity in the
Florissant area.
Rose was born in Florissant in 1932 to Arthur and
Josephine “Sis” (Gettemeyer) Vierdag. She was a life-long
member of Sacred Heart Parish in Old Town. She was
active in her parish, the community generally, and at the
various historic events around town.
Most of all, friends will remember her warm and loving
personality.

Duchesne Anniversary in May
On May 29, 1818, after 70 days of travel, St. Philippine
Duchesne & four Sisters of the Sacred Heart finally made
it to the US from France. When the boat docked in New
Orleans, they were worn out and not in the best of health.
They took a carriage and went to the Ursuline Convent.
The Ursulines took care of them for six weeks until they
could regain their health, including providing food and
clothing.
When they finally left for St. Louis, the
Ursulines gave them food and money to sustain them on
the journey. Duchesne and her team spoke highly of the
Ursuline nuns and their generosity to them.
Source: Clarion Herald
Want to know more about the Shrine? Book a tour
and learn about the oldest standing church in the
Louisiana Purchase territory. The Shrine offers tours on
various topics: life in the pioneer days, Duchesne’s life in
Florissant and beyond, the leadership of the nuns in St.
Ferdinand Parish from 1819-1960s, and the building’s
history & architecture.
Call for more information:
(314) 837-2110
www.oldstferdinandshrine.com
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EVENTS and SCHEDULES
May 7:
Florissant Log Cabin open for
visitors, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tower Court Park
in Florissant
Gittemeier House and Museum is open
Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
First Friday Mass at Old St. Ferdinand’s
Shrine, 11:30 a.m., with Sacrament of
Reconciliation at 11:00. All are welcome to
attend.
Taille de Noyer Museum has reopened for
tours, Sundays 1:00-4:00 p.m. ($5 donation
for adult admission, $1 for children under 12)

The only known image of
wife of John Mullanphy.
Mother’s Day, but would
She was the mother of 15
ago, on April 14, 1843.

Elizabeth Brown Mullanphy,
She did not live in the era of
have deserved a celebration.
children. She died 179 years

