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THE WORK OF 

MOTHER 
DUCHESNE 

 Everyone surely knows 
that Mother Duchesne 
operated a school in 
Florissant, but just how 
many schools did she 
establish?  Anna Vogel 
tells the story. 

Page 6 

A FINAL RESTING 
PLACE FOR FIDO? 

In 1924, a Florissant 
veterinarian established a 
pet cemetery.  It’s still 
operating nearly a century 
l a t e r and has some 
touching stories. 
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Y’all come!  There’s 
going to be a family 
reunion in St. Ferdinand 
Park, and the historic 
Bockrath-Wiese House 
will be the beneficiary. 

Page 3 

REUNION TIME 
FOR THE WIESE 
DESCENDANTS! 

Ellis and Marguerite Fischel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dreaming of a Hilltop House in the Florissant Valley 
   Ellis and Marguerite Fischel may have been two of the Florissant area’s most 
prominent medical professionals, but their life on the rim of the Florissant Valley 
off Old Jamestown Road (near the Lewis Bridge, today called Portage Road) 
remained mostly a dream for them.  The dream began about 1932, when the old 
Wittich Farm came up for sale.  The Fischels, along with medical partner Dr. Vilray 
Blair and Mrs. Marian Clifford Blossom, purchased 118 acres and divided the farm 
among them.  Dr. Blair took the old farmhouse for his residence.  Mrs. Blossom 
quickly sold her portion to Francis Mesker, whose family firm built iron storefronts 
from their factory in St. Louis.  The Fischels hired architect Beverley T. Nelson to 
build their dream home overlooking the Missouri River.  Nelson was a noted 
designer of suburban cottages. 
   Originally, the house they were designing was to be a getaway house on the 
Fischel’s acreage.   However, as the owners and the architect started digging into 
the details, the Fischels realized that this structure would become their own dream 
house.  Here is where they would base themselves as their medical and creative 
careers carried them across the state and across the country.  It would be a modern, 
thoughtful, relaxing house “with a distinct personality,” according to the Post-
Dispatch.  They named the place Hidden Springs Farm.  The dreamy bungalow 
was completed in 1934 and the Fischels were ecstatic to start this new chapter of 
their lives.   It did not go as planned.                                             Continued, page 4 
 



The Florissant Valley Quarterly shares news and educational articles about local history, and is published four times each 
year by the Florissant Valley Historical Society, Friends of Old St. Ferdinand, Inc., and Historic Florissant, Inc.   A complete 
set of bound issues is held by the St. Louis County Library, and electronic issues since 2017 are made available online 
after six months at www.florissantvalleyhs.com.  Uncredited articles are by the editorial team. 

   Mary Kay Gladbach, Editor                                              Andrew J. Theising, Managing Editor    

  The Shrine’s board is very busy these days getting bids 
and deciding on project priority from the funds raised 
over the last year.  As with all 200-year-old buildings, the 
discussion of restoration never ends. Here are the current 
priorities. 
  Stained-glass windows: The board is moving forward 
with repairing the stained-glass windows and restoring 
some pieces of glass that have been patched in over the 
years.  These repairs will be made to two of the windows 
this year and as additional funding comes in, the other 
windows will be scheduled for repair. 
  Concrete work:  The board has approved work for 
concrete repair around the Shrine building.  Work will be 
done to repair slabs and steps, all that are considered 
hazardous and are becoming a safety issue.  Work is 
scheduled to be completed before the winter weather 
moves in. 
  The Shrine is excited to announce that the website has 
been redesigned and updated.  On the site, you will 
discover expanded history, updated photos, and event 
information right at your fingertips.  The Shrine has also 
teamed up with the community to promote the history in 
the St. Louis area with suggested itineraries based on an 
individual’s interest.  The website will continue to be 
updated regularly to add features like online bookings 
and a virtual tour.  We hope you stop by often and see 
what’s new: OldStFerdinandShrine.com. 
 
Do you have stories and photos of the Shrine?  Please 
share them!  We always want to know your personal 
stories and history.  Please call, mail, or email us to share 
your memories.  
 

1 Rue St Francois, Florissant, MO 63031  
Phone: (314) 837-2110 

OldStFerdinandShrine.com 
 
 

  Dr. Charles F. W. Bauer loved animals, especially dogs.  
He worked his career as a veterinarian and saw the need for 
a place where people could grieve their beloved pets.  In 
1924, he founded a pet cemetery on his four acres of land, 
approximately at the northwest corner of Lindbergh Blvd. 
and Charbonier Rd.   
   The Pioneer Pet Cemetery, as it was then known, had 
hundreds of graves, all marked with headstones.  “Some of 
the animals are buried in fine copper caskets,” wrote Esther 
Schultz in a 1945 feature in the old St. Louis Star-Times.  
“Some lie under headstones which cost $300 or 
$400” [that’s four to six thousand in today’s dollars].  The 
interments included many dogs and cats, but also one 
canary and one monkey.   
  Dr. Bauer shared some of the more touching stories with 
Schultz.  One dog, named Lunch, lived at one of the city 
firehouses and would hop on the truck when a call came in.  
Sadly, the dog fell off and died when the fire engine made a 
sharp turn.  The firefighters of Hook and Ladder #7 and 
Engine #9 laid him to rest in the cemetery and erected a 
granite monument in his memory.   
  An unnamed soldier discovered a dog cowering in a 
foxhole during heavy fighting.  The two became bonded 
and he brought the dog home with him on furlough.  The 
dog didn’t live long afterward and was buried in the pet 
cemetery.  The soldier returned to fighting and was killed in 
action in the Pacific. 

A Brief  History of  Florissant’s 
Landmark Pet Cemetery 

Updates from the Friends of  Old 
St. Ferdinand Shrine 

  Another story involved the last wish 
of a dying boy at a local hospital.  He 
begged to see his dog, and the dog 
was brought to him.  The boy died two 
days after that visit, and the dog died 
an hour later. 
  Dr. Bauer sold the cemetery in 1955, 
and it changed hands many times—
falling into disrepair and with large 
tax liens attached to the property.  
   A group of interested persons created the non-profit 

“Friends of Imperial Crown Pet Cemetery” and has since 
restored it, established a perpetual fund, and resumed burial 
services.  In 2002, the City of Florissant named the 
cemetery a local landmark. 
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   As many of you know, our ancestral home sits in St. 
Ferdinand Park in Florissant, MO. and is in great need of our 
attention.   Henry Bockrath built this house in 1870 and sold 
it to Henry Kirschburg in 1878 who passed it on to Margaret 
and George Wiese in 1904.   
    George Wiese came to Florissant from Hanover, Germany 
and married Margaret Busken at Sacred Heart Church in 
1875.  On September 14, 1910, Joseph, son of Margaret and 
George, married Adelaide Ellebracht in the same parish 
church.  They lived in the farmhouse and had 9 children.  
Joseph died on May 24, 1960.  George A. Wiese and Joseph 
were brothers and both lived in the Wiese house.  Later, 
George A. Wiese and his wife Emma (Ellebracht) lived on 
the Wiese family farm near Halls Ferry Road.  The Wieses 
were a well-known family and very successful farmers in the 
Florissant valley.  
  In 1976, Adelaide and Ida Wiese sold the farmhouse and 
land to the City of Florissant for $65,000.  The land was to 
be used for a city park and the farmhouse was to be 
maintained. Unfortunately, through the years, the Bockrath-
Wiese House has fallen into disrepair.  Historic Florissant, 
Inc., the City of Florissant and volunteers are teaming to 
restore this beautiful landmark property and they need our 
help! While the city intends to budget for basic structural 
restoration, more immediate funding is needed for rebuilding 
damaged wooden windows.  Our goal is to raise $15,000. 
   As a fundraiser, the family is planning a reunion to be held 
at the Wiese farmhouse.  So, whether you descend from a 
Wiese, Knobbe, Ellebracht, Schenck, Keeven, 
Moellering, Graham, Ebner, Coughlin, Hetlage, Lewis, 
Gettemeier, Grahn, Wall, Hudson, Bumb, O’Hare or any 
other branch of the Wiese Family Tree, come reconnect with 
family members, walk through the historic Wiese House, 
enjoy lunch together and learn how to help preserve our 
beautiful family farmhouse. We very much hope you will 
join us. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, September 
18, 2022, 12:00-4:00 St. Ferdinand Park, Florissant, 
Missouri.  
   Sincerely,        
   Dan Gettemeier and Mary Ellen (Wiese) O’Hare 
 
Donations of any denomination are greatly appreciated and 
may be sent to Historic Florissant, Inc., 1067 Dunn Road, 
Florissant, Missouri, 63031.  Gina Siebe, President. 
314-565-1468, historicflorissant@aol.com 

A Call for Wiese Descendants 

The Bockrath Wiese 
House, circa 1870  
(HFI Photo, 2021) 
 

The Mayoral Election of  1859 
   It is doubtful that Washington DC ever paid much 
attention to Florissant politics, but the mayoral election of 
1859 was an exception.  Michael Powers, a well-known 
dealer in real estate, won the election and his political 
party of choice was somewhat unusual—he was a “Free 
Soil Democrat.” 
  The Free Soil Party was an anti-slavery party that had a 
brief but important role in national politics.   The 1844 
presidential election saw conservative Democrat James K. 
Polk eke out a narrow victory over two smaller-party 
candidates by winning a majority of the electoral college 
vote despite winning less than 50% of the popular vote.  
The country was divided then as now. 
   As will happen when small parties lose elections, the 
anti-slavery leaders merged into the Free-Soil Party from 
their respective groups.  They put up their first candidate 
in 1848—a former president who had been out of office 
for awhile named Martin Van Buren.  He lost, not getting a 
single electoral vote. 
   In 1852 the Free Soil Party tried again. A young 
Frederick Douglass was the secretary of the National Free 
Soil Party.  This time, they nominated Senator John Hale.  
In the Senate, he was known for championing the law that 
ended flogging as a punishment in the U.S. Navy.  His 
rigorous campaigning (called a “Hale Storm”—ha, ha) 
won some minor victories in New Hampshire, but he lost 
miserably the contest to Franklin Pierce, in part because 
1848 Van Buren supporters were frustrated with politics 
and just sat-out the 1852 contest. 
   In 1854, the Free Soil Party functionally disbanded and 
its members who had been Whigs, liberal Democrats, and 
Free-Soilers all joined the new Republican Party.   They 
nominated John C. Fremont in 1856, who lost the election 
but by a much better margin than past losers. (Auguste 
Archambault of Florissant had worked on Fremont’s 
expeditions.)  The party nominated Abraham Lincoln in 
1860 and the rest is, well, history. 
   So now let’s re-consider Florissant’s 1859 mayoral 
election.  Michael Powers was running as a Free Soil 
Democrat, which sounds odd for two reasons—first, the 
Free Soil party was gone, and second, the Democrats 
tended to be opposed to Free Soilers which is why they all 
became Republicans.   
   Nonetheless, Michael Powers won his election in 1859, 
and the The National Era newspaper in Washington DC 
lauded the good people of St. Ferdinand for such an 
outstanding choice.  On a more serious note, it showed 
that an anti-slavery candidate could win in a slavery state 
like Missouri, almost two years exactly before the 
Confederate attack on  Fort  Sumter  and  the  beginning of  
    the Civil War.                     (see illustration on page 7) 
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O’Keeffe’s Shell and Old Shingle VI 

The Fischel’s Hilltop House, continued from page 1 In 1937, Governor 
Lloyd Stark shared with 
Dr. Fischel the good 
news that the state 
approved a half million 
dollars to construct the 
h o s p i t a l ,  w i t h  a 
$400,000 match from 
the federal PWA.  The 
state cancer hospital 
w o u l d b e b u i l t a t 
Columbia, Mo. and 
Governor Stark said to 
Fischel, “Many precious 
lives will be saved by 
the prompt treatment 
made possible by this 
law.” (2)  It was the 
achievement of a dream 
for Ellis. 

  Their life together was rising in happiness and prestige.  
Ellis Fischel was a prominent oncologist. Marguerite 
Kauffman Fischel was an authority in Little’s Disease and 
she wrote a new book in 1934 called The Spastic Child that 
was the foremost reference on the disease, being reprinted 
multiple times.  She later helped establish a center for 
spastic children at Cornell University, which was named in 
her honor. 
   The couple had met in 1904 and married in 1913.  They 
had two sons:  Ellis Jr., who was paralyzed from birth and 
John Kauffman Fischel. Dr. Fischel did not serve in World 
War I like so many other surgeons, so that he could care for 
his paralyzed son—who died in 1918 just before his fifth 
birthday.  This led Fischel to spend his time in a charity 
cancer hospital and established a surgical center there.  It led 
to such great success that he advocated the State of Missouri 
survey the need for a cancer hospital with a surgical unit 
embedded in it.  This would lead to the establishment of a 
state government commission on the subject and Ellis 
Fischel was appointed its chairman. 
   Hidden Springs Farm had taken shape nicely.  Marguerite 
was not only technically gifted as a scientist but also 
artistically gifted as well.  She took personal interest in 
every detail of the cottage—inside and out.  It was described 
in great detail in a 1934 St. Louis Post-Dispatch feature. (1) 
   Each member of the family had their own room.  John 
Fischel, the son, had a room that featured interesting old 
pieces of furniture that Marguerite had artistically painted a 
soft cherry red.  Ellis Fischel’s room was striking in its blue 
rug and red Fortuny curtains—the finest fabric available.  
The highlight of the house, though, was to be found in 
Marguerite’s room.   
   Her entire room was designed around a very special 
painting called Shell and Old Shingle VI by the great 
contemporary artist Georgia O’Keeffe.  Marguerite 
purchased the painting in New  York directly from the artist 
in 1926.  Now, she had an immaculate space to show it off 
and enjoy it.  
     
     

   The painting that had graced a Florissant area home now is the in collection of the Saint 
Louis Art Museum.  John Kauffman Fischel, son of Ellis and Marguerite, inherited the 
painting from his mother in 1950, and immediately bequeathed it to his niece Blanche Fischel 
Claggett of St. Louis.  The Claggetts donated the painting to the museum in 1980.  
    O’Keeffe was one of the greatest artists of the 20th century.  She was the longtime partner of 
photographer Alfred Stieglitz and lived in both New York and New Mexico.  This was the 
sixth in a series of seven paintings.  The artist wrote: “Finally, I went back to the shingle and 
shell…the shingle just a dark space that floated off the top of the painting, the shell just a 
simple white shape under it.  They fascinated me so that I forgot what they were except that 
they were shapes together—singing shapes.”  
 Image	at	right:		Georgia	O'Keeffe,	American,	1887–1986;	Shell	and	Old	Shingle	VI,	1926;	oil	on	canvas;	
30	 1/4	 x	 18	 1/4	 inches;	 Saint	 Louis	 Art	Museum,	 Gift	 of	 Charles	 E.	 Claggett	 in	memory	 of	 Blanche	
Fischel	Claggett		345:1980	 	 	 	 																	(used	with	permission) 
 See:  https://www.slam.org/collection/objects/10406/   
	

   On Saturday, May 14, 1938, Ellis and Marguerite set out 
from Hidden Springs Farm for Jefferson City.  Ellis was to 
have lunch with Governor Stark to review the plans for the 
new cancer hospital.  From there, the couple was heading to 
Lake of the Ozarks for weekend respite with colleagues and 
spouses.  Ellis and Marguerite were about to celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary.  
  At 12:30 p.m., tragedy struck.  The Fischels’ car was 
traveling on a rural highway at full speed.  Due to a curve in 
the road and high ground blocking the view, Ellis could not 
see the farm truck that was attempting to make a slow left 
turn onto the highway.  The truck driver saw what was about 
to happen, stopped the truck, and threw the gear into reverse
—but it was too late.  The Fischels crashed into the truck 
and their car flipped over as it left the road.  Ellis was 
pronounced dead at the scene, and his body was taken to 
Linn, Mo.  Marguerite was gravely injured and was taken to 
Jefferson City, where she had a blood infusion and was 
treated for head and neck injuries. 

Ellis Fischel 
newspapers.com image 
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Louis, and 519 of them reached the milestone of surviving 
five years after diagnosis.  It is estimated that he cared for an 
additional 10,000 patients in those years who could not 
afford care.   
   Ellis wrote once that “the greatest interest in life, as I have 
found it, is my daily contact with my fellow man, both in 
health and in disease.  The greatest rewards come through 
what we personally mean to a few obscure individuals.  The 
greatest thrill is from public recognition of work well done.  
It appears to me that it is this same thrill that stimulates the 
football player to go through punishing weeks of training for 
the ‘big game,’ and stimulates most of us to go through the 
biggest game of all, the game of living.” (3) 
   Marguerite left her hilltop home at Hidden Springs Farm 
after the accident.  It lost its joy after such tragedy.  Son John 
was off to Harvard.  The nest was empty. They had only 
occupied the home for about five years.  She moved to New 
York, where she remained active in the arts and in therapy 
for kids (establishing the Cornell center at this time). 

   

 A 1962 newspaper article indicates that Hidden Springs 
Farm was purchased by Francis Mesker’s family, who 
owned the acreage next door.  The Mesker House was 
featured on an early FVHS House Tour decades ago.  Ellis 
Fischel was the brother of Edna Fischel Gellhorn, whose 
daughter was Martha Gellhorn, third wife of Ernest 
Hemingway and friend of Taille de Noyer’s William Julius 
Polk Jr. 
   Marguerite was a creative soul and expressed her artistry 
in many ways.  She was a composer, and had some of her 
compositions performed.  She befriended composers like 
Edwin Bloch, who dedicated his Five Sketches in Sepia for 
piano, to her. The great American photographer Alfred 
Stieglitz signed one of his Lake George photographs to her. 
Stieglitz would often photograph natural subjects like trees, 
water, or rocks, and dedicate them to persons (especially 
women) whom he thought the image represented.  In this 
case, he wrote on The Hill and Sky for Marguerite, “May 
the stars be good to you these coming years. Your old, 
Stieglitz.”  It was dated 1935, just before her life unraveled. 
Her Stieglitz photo is now privately held but is catalogued 
in the National Gallery of Art.  
References: 
(1) “Hilltop House,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch 6/5/34 p. 3D 
(2) “Dr. Ellis Fischel…” St. Louis Post-Disp., 5/15/38 p. 1A 
(3) See Ellis Fischel…History at https://www.muhealth.org/
locations/ellis-fischel-cancer-center/ellis-fischel-history 

 
 

Tablescapes Will Return  
to the Shrine This Fall  

  In this space last issue, the Quarterly reported on Dr. 
Thomas being recognized for his longtime work.  We were 
all saddened to learn of his passing on May 9, 2022.   
Florissant lost a leading citizen. 
   Dr. Thomas was active extensively in the area, right up 
to the very end.   He was president of the Florissant 
Rotary Club, served many roles with North County Inc.,  
and was president of the Lewis and Clark Annuitant 
Association,  the   Illinois Community College from which  
   he retired as a sociology professor.   Our  condolences to 
      Dr. Thomas’ family and friends. 

 A s w o r d o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t  s p r e a d , 
physicians scrambled to 
the scene from the 
Ozark lodge and the 
Governor’s luncheon.  
Upon learning of Dr. 
F i s c h e l ’ s  d e a t h , 
Governor Stark insisted 
that the new cancer 
hospital be named in his 
honor.  The commission 
agreed, and the Ellis 
Fischel State Cancer 
Hospital was dedicated 
on April 26, 1940.  
  Ellis Fischel had cared 
f o r 1 , 2 0 8 c a n c e r 
patients during his 25 
years  of  practice  in St. 

 

Marguerite Fischel 
newspapers.com image 

The hilltop house at Hidden Springs Farm in 1934 
showing Marguerite’s landscaping 

newspapers.com image 

 !	

   Come see the work of talented designers and crafters as 
Tablescapes returns in 2022!  This important fundraising 
event will kick off on Friday, November 18th and be open 
November 26, 27, December 2,3,& 4th.     
   Visitors can purchase tickets at the door and then 
participate in a raffle to win one of the beautiful designs to 
highlight your own holiday decorating! 
  While you’re attending some of the Old Town holiday 
events, plan to stop by the Shrine for even more holiday 
spirit and inspiration!  Call the Shrine at 314-837-2110  
for more info. 
 

In Memoriam: 
Dr. Rance Thomas, 1932-2022 
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Mother Duchesne’s Time in the 
United States 

 by Anna Vogel 
   Mother Duchesne and her team of 4 nuns landed in 
New Orleans in May 1818 after 70 days at sea.  
Duchesne and her team stayed with the Ursuline nuns 
for 6 weeks while they recovered from their journey 
then made the 40-day steamboat trip up the Mississippi 
River to St. Louis.  They arrived in St. Louis, but a 
school was not ready for them as promised.  After a few 
weeks, Bishop DuBourg found a place for them to start 
a free school and a boarding school in St. Charles, MO.    
The team headed to St. Charles and within days, the 
first free school was started in the Louisiana Purchase 
territory.  The hard winter and remote location led to 
Bishop DuBourg’s decision to close the school after a 
year and move the school to Florissant, where he had 
purchased some land.  In December 1819, the 
Florissant boarding school and day school opened.   
  Education at this time was not publicly funded nor 
was it a requirement for children to attend school.  
Duchesne and her team knew that education was 
essential to all communities and continued to open 
schools exclusively for girls and young women.  In 
1821, the nuns opened a school in Opelousas, LA and 
continued their mission in 1825 when they opened St. 
Michael’s near New Orleans.  The nuns then had the 
opportunity to open the City House in St. Louis in 1827 
and were very happy to return to St. Charles to reopen 
the school in 1828.  These schools ran on very small 
budgets with the plan that the boarding schools fund 
the free schools, but this plan didn’t always work.  The 
scrappy nuns scrimped and saved where they could, 
often leaning on other schools, including the Jesuits, for 
extra food.  The nuns returned the favor by cleaning the 
boys’ schools and mending the Jesuits’ clothes.   
  When Duchesne left France for the US, she felt her 
mission in the US was to work with the Native 
Americans.  For 23 years she continued to feel that this 
her mission though other duties called.  Finally, in 
1841, Duchesne traveled to Sugar Creek in present-day 
Kansas to teach the Potawatomi tribe where the Jesuits 
had set up a mission.  Due to her failing health, she 
stayed in Kansas for only a year, returning to the St. 
Charles school to live out her remaining days.  
Duchesne died on November 18, 1852.  She is laid to 
rest at Sacred Heart Academy where she remains today.   
  Duchesne was canonized on July 3, 1988 by the 
Roman Catholic Church, her feast day is November 
18th.  She is the patron saint of perseverance amid 
adversity.   

Many Visit Florissant Landmarks 
for Summer Garden Event 

Historic Florissant, Inc., the Florissant Valley Historical 
Society, and the Friends of  Old St. Ferdinand Shrine 
participated in the summer house and garden tour sponsored 
by Historic Saint Louis—a consortium of  27 historic sites in 
the greater St. Louis area.  The annual event is held the 
second Saturday in June.   
   Wreaths and flowers greeted visitors to Taille de Noyer.  The 
Gittemeier House welcomed visitors with stories and snacks. 
Activities at the Shrine included tours with period-dressed 
guides, story time, and homemade jam and butter.  Thank 
you to all our many volunteers that made the day successful! 

  Tour guides, storytellers, jam-makers, bread bakers, 
landscapers, and kind donors—your support is recognized 
and appreciated!  
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The National Era newspaper of Washington DC lauded the 
election of Michael Powers as Mayor of St. Ferdinand in 
1859.   Story on page 3.  

                                           Newspapers.com Image 

Henry Bregstone photograph of the building, c.1911.           
It has housed the Sacred Heart Kindergarten in recent 
decades.                                                    Theising image 
 

  “Because of the increase in pupils and the general 
condition of the [old parish school], plans for a new school 
were drawn up in the fall of 1888.    The project was 
handled by a special committee which selected the corner 
of Jefferson and St. Denis streets as the site for the new 
building.  In December 1888, a contract was signed with 
John Warren of Musick’s Ferry for 250 pieces of stone for 
the foundation.   Bids for the school were accepted in May, 
1889. The contract was awarded to Bothe and 
Rathermann, a St. Louis firm, for $11,397; however, this 
sum did not include laying a basement floor nor any of the 
materials for the building.  Parishioners with wagons and 
teams hauled the sand from St. Charles, Missouri, and 
water from the spring located at St. Jacques and St. 
Francois, several blocks from the school.  Bricks for the 
building were purchased locally from Anton Richter, a 
parishioner.   The basement was finished in July, and 
preparations were made for laying the cornerstone. 
   “This event took place on July 21, 1889.  Reverend 
Frederick Hagermann, S.J., blessed the stone, and spoke 
on the importance of Catholic education.  A document was 
placed in the stone.”  It listed the names of clergy in 
attendance, officers of the parish societies, names of men 
who had worked on the project, and the facts that 
Benjamin Harrison was the President of the United States 
and David R. Francis was Governor of Missouri. 
   

Mayoral Election of  1859 Sacred Heart School 

The Shrine is happy to report that the wedding season is in 
full swing.  With heat and AC in the church building, the 
Shrine is now hosting weddings, Masses, and concerts 
throughout the year.  It is exciting to see the historic church 
full of life and celebration.      Call 314-837-2110 for info. 

Shrine Now Available Year-Round 

Excerpt from A Century for God and Country:   
Sacred Heart Parish 1866-1966. 	

Mary Kay Gladbach, FVHS and 
HFI founding board member, 
has retired this summer from 
leading the Sacred Heart 
Kindergarten after 58 years of 
volunteer service.  Thank you 
for your service, Mary Kay! 
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FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 298 
FLORISSANT, MO  63032 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
July 1, Annual Membership Renewals for the Florissant Valley Historical Society, $20 
 
September 10, Wake for Franz Gittemeier 12:00-4:00, Gittemeier House and Museum 
 
September 18, Wiese Family Reunion 12:00-4:00, St. Ferdinand Park 
 
September 25, FVHS Annual Dinner at Catering to You, 4:00—HOLD THE DATE 
 
October Fun:  Second Annual Ghost Stories at Taille de Noyer—MORE TO COME 
 
November 18, Tablescapes opens at Old St. Ferdinand’s  
 
November 26-27,  Tablescapes continue at Old St. Ferdinand’s 
 
December 2, 3, and 4,  Tablescapes continue at Old St. Ferdinand’s 
 
 
Gittemeier House and Museum is open TUESDAYS 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
 
Taille de Noyer is open SUNDAYS 1 to 4 p.m. (admission, $5 donation) 
 
Old St. Ferdinand’s has Masses on FIRST FRIDAYS at 11:30 a.m. 

Find us online: 

www.HistoricFlorissant.com  

www.FlorissantValleyHS.com  

www.OldStFerdinandShrine.com  

and on Facebook too! 

 


